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f'|"1 H E following day the duke 
"*■ of Lancafter thus proceeded : 
The converfation was then ihifted 
to dramatic affairs. The lord ab- 
bot, who had feen Chaucer at the 
Vol, III, B palace 
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palace of the bifliop of Salifbury, 
diked him why he employed not hk 
mufe in inditing Moralities * to be 
a£ted in the monafteries. My 
good lord^ replied the pc^t^ as 
long as the moralities are conduct- 
ed in the prefent manner, my pen 
may afluredly find better occupati- 
on. Soon after I had Compleated 
my ftudies, an aged knight, who 
was my valuable advifer, thus 

* Thefe rude cffays at dramatic reprefcnta- 
tion were the origin of our tragedy and come- 
dy. In thefe, and in the myfieries, the Devil 
and the Fool were always important charaflers. 
—See the notes of Warbujton and others on 
Bhakefpearc* 

warned 
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warned me againft engaging in that 
fpecies of compofition J GeoiFrejr, 
faid he, I once tranflated a morali** 
ty from the French tongue, and 
applied to one of the direftors of 
the morality-men, who perform 
thefe pieces, to exhibit it to the 
people at a certain great monafiery, 
femous for fuch diverfions. The 
diredor, who happened to be a 
fiddler, took the work, and promi- 
fed very fervently that it Ihould be 
perufed by his brethren. But, be- 
hold, when I defired to know what 
they had refblved upon concerning 

B 2 ' it. 
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it, the fiddler informed me that my 
manufcript was. loft. So I left off 
writing moralities. ^ 



Thl? relation^ ray gdod- lord, 
made an impreffi'on on my mind, 
and I determined to have no dealings 
with diredtors of niorality-men . I 
cannot, faid the lord abbot, refufe 
my approbation to the refolution 
you have formed, having had much 
experience, while fuperior of a 
convent, of the pradices purfued 
by,thofe direftors of morality-men. 
I know not how the cafe may 

prove 
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prove at the prefent day> but fome 
time ago the- management of the 
rnoralities lay moftly in the hands 
of three great dircftors, who en- 
joyed the chief emoluments ariiing 
from fuch cxhibltioris, The firil 
was a perfon of infinite wit and 
fatire^ who, accordingly, compos 
fed fome moralities himfelf, which 
his underlings perforiiied with 
great advantage and applaufe. But 
my monks, , jjiany of whom were 
authors, and indited divers pieces 
meet for repucfentation, com plain-*- 
ed that, in the firft place, it was 

B 3 ' mar- 
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marvelloufly difficult to procure an; 
interview with this fame direiSlor, 
he aiFedin^ lordly company, yea, 
lordly behaviour; and that, when 
after a confiderable lapfe of time, 
they ventured to inquire what he 
had done with their dramatic la- 
bours, he vTOuld open a large cheft, 
well filled with moralities, and, 
taking them out by bundles, would 
cry, ** Is this your morality ? or 
*' this? or this? take which of 
** them you like, in the name of 
^* God, and be gone/' It wa3 
iikcwife fufpeded that he was jea- 
V lous 
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lous of riling merits and flifled 
fuch produdtions as gave umbrage 
to his vanity. • Moreover, he was 
iaid to be politically given, and to 
treat with negleft, if not with in- 
jury, (and in this cafe what is 
ncgleA, but injury?) all writers 
who were not of the party of 
Pierce Gavefton and the Spencers. 



In fine, illuftrious knights, my 

poor monks kid their fuiFerings 
before me, and craved my interpo- 
fition. Whereupon, I wrote to 
my lord of Nottingham, and 

B 4 other 



S ADVENTURES OF 

Other nobles, entreating that they 
would in tereft themfelves on this 
occafion. But they fent me for 
anfwer, that; not being of the 
party of Pierce Gavefton arid the 
Spencers, their application to this 
direcStor would prove utterly in- 
cffeduaL 



The fecond, though a perfon of 
no genius, was fuperior in civility 
to the former, Neverthelefs there 
was littk hope, even with him, 
for the unpatronized. He receiv- 
ed their moralities with a cour- 

teous 
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teous air; but unkfs the Mrriter 
were his coufin, or his friend, or 
the friend or coufin of nis friend, 
or earneftly recommended by 9, 
peribn of quality, or in the. habit 
of dining with him, or of fleeping 
at his country-houfe, little or no 
attention was beftowed upon his 
morality. To his praife however 
be it ipoken, that h^ was not apt 
to /o/e fuch pieces a& uwere eatr.ufted 
to him, although he furred thcn> 
to lie loofe about his chamber, 
where his friends nnd acquaint- 
ances, and the literary rabble who 

B 5 are 
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are conftandy prowling about the 
njanfion of a diredlor, enjoyed am- 
ple opportunity of reading them, 
and of ftealing therefrom what- 
foever they liked beft,^ Or would 
anf\ver moil conveniently for their 
own moralities. 



Indeed thefe inconveniences were 
equally to be dreaded from the 
other direftors. For though they 
all profejQed impartiality and pro- 
nounced it to be their intereft to 
exhibit fuch moralities as were 
found to have real merit, it never- 

I thelefs 
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thdefs appeared that few, very few, 
ever obtained a reception^, where 
the author was not an intimate 
or a partifan of the diredor. For 
^his I can affirm, that^ in the mo- 
ralities of my monks^ their devils 
were as devilifh, and their fools as 
foolifh*, as any civilized natioa 
need defire; and as to their politi- 
cal afiedions, heaven help them ! 
they were not of any party what- 
foever. With refped to the third 
direftor, who was inferior in con- 
fequence to the former two, I ihall 

• Sec the laft note; 

B 6 be 
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be filent : for he laterally fell into 
adverfity. 



The lord abbot having ceafed, 
the Prince of Wales inquired, 
whether thefe directors were ap- 
pointed to their Ration, or felf- 
created. They have a licence, 
faid the abbot, from certain offi- 
cers of the royal houfehold, which 
licence they may fell to any per- 
fon who can purchafe it. So then, 
replied the Black Prince, any one 
who is rich enough to buy up this 
direction, whether fiddler, fenator, 

morality- 
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morality-man, or carpenter, is, /}>/& 
Ja^o, inftallcd di(5lator in all dnL* 
matic affairs, and may fupprefs a 
morality, or produce it to the pub- 
lic, according to his fole difqre- 
tioil. He may likewife, by what 
my lord abbot hath related, con- 
vert the moralities into inilruments 
of faction, and of private revenge ; 
he may alfo cither improve the na- 
tional tafte, by an impartial exhi- 
bition of meritorious moralities, or 
he may grievoufly debauch it, by 
obtruding any trafli, (however 
yile) upon his auditors. For the 

people. 
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people^ once habituated to frc^ 
quent dramatic fhews, will go to 
them^ be the piece exhibited what 
it tnzy, and in&nfibly become at« 
tached to compoiitions the modi 
contemptible. The direftors ex- 
claim^ (as their apology for def- 
pifing works of merit) that die 
tafte of the public is corrupted, 
and that to that tafle they muf): 
accommodate their exhibitions* 
Thus they themfelves firft deprave 
the public tafte, alid afterwards 
plead the depravity^ 

When 
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when the Prince of Wales had 
done fpeaking^ I obferved^ that 
the diredors of morality-men (as 
I had been informed) are fubjedl 
to a fort of tyranny, which ihac- 
kles their hands, and prevents 
them from obeying the dictates of 
their judgment. The evil, faid 
I, which I allude to (and doubt- 
kfs my lord abbot hath heard of it), 
arifes from a numerous and peili- 
lent tribe of perfons, who derive a 
fupport from informing the public 
of every thing relative to dramatic 
afiairs, and are periodical criticks 

not 
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not only on the conduxft of the di- 
rectors, but alfo' on the reQ)eQ:ive 
performances of the morality- 
men: thus relieving the indolent 
(who are generally the majority) 
from the mental fatigue of judging 
for themfelves, and either keeping 
the public in"^ good-humour with 
the ftage, or fatally prejudicing it 
againft the direftors.* Thefe pro- 
pagators of intelligence gain ad-» 
miflion untaxed ; they fwarm be- 

r 

> 

♦ Notwithftanding what the lord duke of 
Lancafter afferts, hiftorians relate^ that fome few • 
of thefe pcrfons were refpeftablc, both as mca 
and critics* 

' hind 
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hind the curtain, mingle with the 
morality-men, are fed, flattered, 
feared, and hated by them; the 
directors are conftrained to be la- 
borioufly courteous to them, pre- 
fent them with precious gifts, treat 
them with lavoury viands, and dread 
and deteft thenj as heartily as the' 
underlings. Now, my lords, thefe 
merchants in news and criticifm 
afpire alfo to the compofition of 
moralities 1 the direftors muft ex- 
hibit their miferable productions, 
or are threatened with unrelenting 
obloquy, if they refufe.. In fine, ^ 

my 
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my lords, the direftors are the 
flaves of. thefe banditti^ and the 
public the dupe of both •^ 



Add to this, cried Chaucer, an-^ 
ether obje<^n againft engaging ia 
dramatic labours i namely,- that 

the morality-m^> who are not 
unfupplied with vanity, exped, in 
^eir turn, to be courted, careiied, 
and flattered by an author^ other- 
wiie he will be a fu^rer by their 
negligence and capriccr 



In 
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In this manner, my lord of 
Marche, did we difcourfe upon the 
drama. My glprious and lament- 
ed brother confeiTed to me, fooa 
after, that, if he lived to afcend 
the Englifh throne, he would take 
into confideration thefe difgraceful 
abufes, and vindicate merit from 
theatrical oppreffion. The direc- 
torfliip, laid he, fhall no longer 
be a faleable employment. The 
officers of the houfehold fhall ap- 
point no perfon who hath not edu- 
cation and integrity to recommend 
him. It is monflrous that igno- 

rant 
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rant and afiumihg mdi £houId> by 
dint of money, get poflefSon of 
this power, and domineer over the 
amufements of a great and tri- 
umphant ' pcopk. No perfon who 
Writes moralities (hsll ditcGt the 
exhibition o^ them : for however 
fit^ at firft fight^ he may appear 
for fuch a ftation, he is, in truths 
the very laft man who ought to he 
entrufted with it. 



This concluding declaration of 
the Prince of Wales gave occafion 
to the lord abbot to take notice of 

the 
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the difFei^^nce betweeai th? ages of 
antiquity and modern times, with 
relation to die condud of ingenious 
men, Amongft the ancients, faid 
he, the man of talents took, delight 
in competition ; he deemed his 
gloiy incomplete, until others ilart- 
fedwith him to run the career of 
fame ; he placed tKem in a full 
light, iand magnified their abilities, 
alike from policy and from great-, 
nefs of foul ; for the nobler the 
antagonift, .the nobler the viftory. 
Alas ! how is it at the prefent day? 
He that is h^(^ening towards the 
2 temple 
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temple of Renown, dreads nothing 
fo much as a competitor : he em- 
ploys as many arts to extinguifh 
emtulation^ as the ancients prac« 
tifed to invite and fupport it; Here 
thofe endowed with genius, like 
the Germans of old, place their 
glory in creating a wildernefs around 
them. He who hath been occu« 
pied, for one Jialf of his life, in 
the acquifition of celebrity, Ipends 
the other in obftrudting the rifing 
generation, A cowardly, occult, 
and malignant jealouly apprars to 
be the charadteriftic of a modem 

man 
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man of letters. To draw the veil 
of obfcurity over dawning merit, 
to cKclude her from the avenues to 
fame, to tread her down into the 

» 

abyfs of oblivion, are the ignoble 
and oppreflive arts'adopted by the 
favourites of the Miafes amongft 
us. Amongft us, an applauded 
author would be himfelf the fole 
objeft of national attention. Mi- 
ferable beings ! the're is fame enough 
for ye all, could ye but be fatisfied 
with a reafonable portion of it. 

Thus 
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Thus fpake the lord abbot of 
Shrewfbury, .The Bkck Prince 
concluded the difcourfe, by de- 
claring, that, from what he CQuld 
coUeft from hiftory, he was firmly 
of opinion, that, in moft things, 
the ancients poflefled more mag- ^ 
nanimity than the moderns. 



Here the duke fufpended his 
iiarration. 



VIS IT 
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VISIT XXIV. 



AT the next vifit the 
illuflxlous fon of king Edward the 
Third thus continued the relation 

of his adventures : At length, we 
took leave of our courteous and 
learned hoft, and fet forward for 
Denbighfhire, purpofing to repofc 
that night at the palace of Owen 
Qlend&wer, which % near Cor- 
Vol. III. C wen. 



1 
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wen, and not far from the fpot 
where Oftorius the Roman gene- 
ral defeated the valorous, but un- 
fortunate Caradlacus. We fpurred 
our couriers, urging them to their 
utgioft fpeed, for we had more 
than thrice ten miles to meafure, 
and the fun now haftened towards 
the weftern horizon. We {non 
leave Ofweftry behind us, and, 
having crofled the dike of OiFa, 
afcend the Berwin mountains. 
Here we had not ridden for, when 
our ears were ailailed by the found 

of weapons dafhing atadifliance. 

to 
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To our left there lay a deep glcn^ 
or rather a narrow vale, environed 
with fteep precipices, and watered 
by a frigid ilream that xxwed its 
(Migin to the neighbcMiripg hills* 
From this quarter the found pro* 
cecded. Imagining this to be fomft 
adventure, in Which knightly 
prowefs might not prove unnecef- 
fary, with one confent we turn 
our couriers tb Wards the glen^ and^ 
defcending with 4-apidky, foon. efpy 
two knights who are engaged in 
mortal ccinibat. Befide them flood 
, twb venerable pcrfca^^ 'one of 

C 2 whom. 
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whom^ by his attire^ appeared to 
be an anchoret, the other a Cifter* 
cian. Thefe ever and anon con- 
jured the wrathful warriors, for 
the fake of Holy God, to ceafe 
their fell encounter. 



. But our interpoiition proved 
more powerful than theirs. We 
parted the two knights, the taller 
of whom was of Hibernian ancef-* 
tiy^ and entitled Sir Phelim O'Do- 
nelly ; the other, a Cambro*Bri« 
ton, was Sir Cadwalk), renowned 
in thofc parts for his gallantry 

and 
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and courage. We enquired their 
caufe of ftrife, and were accofted 
by Sir Phelim as follows : It is 
but lately, valorous, knights, that 
I have quitted my native kingdom^ 
with intent to improve riiyfelf in 
the exercife of chivalry. Not iha* 
ny hours ago> as I travelled yondec 
hills, I difcovered at fome diflance 
Sir CadNvallo, who, as well as myU 
leif, was armed and on horfeback. 
When I arrived within hearing, he 
lifted up his vifor, and pronounced 
in accents that were echoed far and 
wide, that Trefilda of Aberfraw 

C 3 was 
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waslhc moft accomplifhcd of her 
kiiid^ and that none x>f mortal 
birth could be compaured with her 
fori beauty. Not fo, fir knight, 
ikid I> as long as there exifls upoa 
this earthly baU iuch a damfel aa 
BlJbA o£ Balijiiagarta^ Whc^up^ 
ott he defied me to arms. As this 
If a fliady place^ we retreated hi- 
ther, ^and commenced an obflinate 
and bloody cmiflidb, fuch as ye 
beheld". This, fir8> is wir caiiife 
of 'qoaivel. 

The 
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The Black Prince then replied ; 
As, doubtlefs, ye have performecj 
unh^rd of afts of valour, in be- 
half of the fair ladles whom yc 
re(pe6lively adore, ye may now, 
confiftently with the ufages of chi- 
valry, return your faulChions to 
the fcabbard, and reft fatisfied with 
the glory you have acquired. And 
furthermore, as ye have loft much 
blood, I counfel ye to repair to 
yonder hermitage, and adminifter 
to your wounds the neccflary mc- 
dicaiiaents. The hermit and the 
Ciftercian feconded this advice ; 

C 4 the 
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the two adverfaries yielded, and, 
together with our whole company, 
afcended to the cell, which was 
fcooped in the fide of a mountain. 



The good anchoret without 
delay proceeded to drefs the 
wounds of Sir Phelim and Cad- 
wallo. This done, he fet before 
us fuch humble viands as his dwel- 
ling afforded, bidding us, in the 
name of Heaven, be merry. My 
lord of Gloucefler alked him how 
he could abide in fuch a difmal 
habitation, fo remote from the 

fociety 
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fociety of men. Young warrior, 
replied he, thcfe folitudes haveral- 
lurements for the mind thatJiS 
contempktiye. We are not here 
fo comfortlefs, as you feem to 
fuppofc. This venerable Cifter- 

cian, who is a monk of Valle-Cru- 

' ■ - 
- * » 

cis, which lies beyond thefe moun- 
tains at the other fide of the Dee, 
comes frequently to vifit me in 
.this ^queftered abode, and to de- 
light me with the charms of his 
acquirements* . Friar Antony, faid 
the hermit addreffing the Cifter- 
cian, be pleafed to take your harp, 

C 5 and 
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end let theie nobJe kn^ts hear 
the verfes you have compofcd in 
honour of thde lylvan reg^onsw 
The Gifteccian acqui^feed^ and> 
having tuned his Canibrian lyre, 
funga« follows: 

^ Mountainsy whofe herblefs pinnacles defpife 
The bitfreft fbry of Decerabef ikies. 
Where follca Winter fits, and with inclement hand 
Shakes teropeft o'er the deep, and deluge o'er the 

l»id; '\ . ' . 
All hail ! flupendous as ye are; with joy, 
Ferch'd on ybor lofty heads, my harp will I em- 
ploy. 
What time benignant Spring, with mirthful mien^ 
Sprinkles your ftony fides^ with, tufts o£ green» 
And meet the health-beftowing blaft, and dare 
Exalt myfelf to italms of upper air; 

Ana 
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And births of infant rivtikb behold^ 
That^ tofs'd from sock to rock> are to the mea- 
dows roU'd. . ' 

• ■ » 

Oft have I flxannM the Summcr^ti noontkkfbcadtf. 
Where Dee thro' woodlandspours her filver {Ireani; 
Oft in the vaulted temple's rev'rend ifle^ 
Where Valle-Crucis rears her* fteepled pile r - 
Fam^d pile, where, day by ^ji Devotion fings» 
'Till each rude cUfiT ^ith 90tes feraphic fingf ; 
While from dieircots meek virgins ileal to bear^ 
And o'er the crumbling crags, forgetting fear. 
Mute fhepherds hapg \ enraptur'd iEcl^o rounds 
Doubling; with feithfyl voice the dulcet ipund. 

When o'ei' th- unmifty fummtts ZephyifsUoiv'y 
And the glad gloves tfa^r verdant hohduesflioiK^, 
Yon brooks I'll haunty that from the highland^ 

ftiray, 
(What bn>(^ forliii^id a^ io brighl: as they ?) 
And mofs^clad ftecfp^, . ^hete oaks an fimf jdHclala 
Forbjdthe tfrra&t fiorm r' oppreff the loMrfy plain. 

€ £ Shrubs 
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Shrubs OB the hillock bloffom ; the kind breeze 
Strays the fccated treafure to the bees : 
Lo! where the mountains lift- their banufli'd 

heads. 
The flowering fiince its golden beauty fpreads t 
Hefe hawthorn^ deigns to bloora^ here health can 

3rield 
A purple glory to the defart field. 
Sweet contemplation, daughter of the gods. 
Who lov'ft to blefs at tin\es thefe lone abodes. 
With thee I'd roam, where nevet bloffom fmil'dj 
But the grey turf berobes the ragged wild ; 
With thee to where imperial Snowden (hrouds 
His meknchc^y forehead 'midft the cloads. 
There, rais'd apart from his afpiring peers, 
Wec^ his Ipft 'woods in l(Hid]y-gu(hing tears; 
Aerial heights, whofe atmofphere codv^ 
-Anotl)^ nature to this mortal clay; 
Free oar etherial part from c^h's controiil» 
Swell ev'ry jot of worth witll^a tfae^bnl; 
Enlight'jiing, and ennobling,' *titt the mind 
Contemns the cunning fapience o( mankind ; 
Freedom, thy laft retreat ; when impious pow'r 
Thine over-boailed glories would deroar* 

And 
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And qaedch diy facred fire, fome chief j a patriot 
name» 

Hither fliall fpeed his flight, to favc the dying 

•5 

flame. 

O that foine fprite would magically bear 
This body thro* yon empire vafl: of air. 
To Alps remote, that, from old Nature's births 
Have flood the fence and ornament of earth ; 
Or Andes, that, enwrapt in aged fnow« 
Survey the fubjeft elements below ; 
Above embattled clouds to view, where raiHj 
Winds, fire, and exhalations ftrife maintain. 
See ftorm by ftorm, by thunders thunders driv'n^ 
And fed my lifted being half in Hearen ! 

High Heav*n» the race of man, in times of 

On fome hit mount delighted to adore ; 
Th' immortal pow'rs imagination made 
Thence gave, 'twas thought, their oracles and aid ; 
And thence ^ad off'nngs, or afflidled cries. 
Could earn a fwifter paflage to the flues. 
Where Athos, Oflca, Pelion, Ida foar'd, 
Spme Dryad was appeas'd, fome god implor'd ; 

FarnafiiM 
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'arnafTus foon grew facred to the NinCs. 
^ithaeron to the deity of wine ; 
jreen Maenalus bad Pan, Apollo Findji^' S"^^^ 
\nd proud Olympus was the throne of Jove. 
»inai beneath thy lightnings (hook with awe» 
^lien.thou, the true Eternal, gav'fi thy hallow'd 

law; 
rhinetoo was Horebj thy Almighty will 
^am'd Zion dread Jehovah's h(Ay hill ;. 
Dft on the mount of Olives Chrift would tell 
Df faith, of charity, of heav'n, and tdl; 
Dft to Moriah's rocky feats retire, 
Mourn for a gujjty world, and glorify his Site* 



Friar Anifiony Gcafed th© fong : 
we returned him our thanks for 
the gratification he had aiForded us. 
And now Owen Qlendower re- 
minded us^ of Gorwen J ' But the 

anchoret^ looking out &OIQ the celly 

pro- 



r 
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proclaimed that a hideous ilorm of 
wind and rain was approaching 
from the fouth-weft^ and exhort- 
jed us to remain for that night in 
the hermitage. We readily ac- 
cepted this propofal ; and our ve- 
nerahle hoft^ with the affiftance of 
friar Antony^ provided a blazing 
lire of tarf and faggots, which im- 
parted to the cavern a chearful af- 
pe£t He then unhooked a flitch 
of bacon^ whereof with quivering 

hand he cut divers llices^ which, 

> 

placed upon the coals, created a 

pleafant crackling, and emitted no 

• 2 unfavoury 
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unlavoury odour. Friar Antony 
put down fome frefli eggs to boil, 
which the Black Prince fuperin- 
tended. To blow the fire was 
mine : Owen Glcndowcr fupplied 
it with fuel. Chaucer and the 
pilgrim repaired the table; the 
lord 'Ferdinand Fitz warrenne rec- 
tified the ftools ; the lady Barba- 
rina drefied a fallad, and the dukes 
of York and Gloucefter turned the 
rafhers on the coals. ' Thus every 
one (as well it befeemed us) did 
fomething for the general good; 

the ^ wounded knights excepted, 

* 
who 
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who fate in the chimney-corner. 
In fine, we were very comfortable. 

Supper cooked, we drew round 
the table, and enjoyed our repaft 
with hilarity and content.^ The 
sinchoret produced a rundlet of 
good ale, three noggins, and an 
earthen cup, out of which homely 
utenfils we quaffed the nut-brown 
beverage. Wine, it hath been 
faid, unlocks the heart of man: 
ale alfo, I imagitie, is poflcffed of 
the like quality. For the holpi^ 
table hermit add refled us in thefe 

words : 



1 
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words : (but firft> the. lady Barba- 
rina, whO:>vas fkepy, and fatigued 
with the length of her journey, 
went to bed in a little clofet that 
was hewn out of the rock, and 
where, upon fome heath, with a 
blanket overfpreading itj^ fhe ilept 
very pleafitntly, as flie owned to 
,iis the next morning) oijr hoft, 
J fay, acGofted us as follows : My 
<:hildren, forty winters have paf- 
fed over this gr^ head, fince firfl 
I made choice of this^ retreat among 
J^e mountains. Lentered into life 
with a defire to enjoy its luxuries : 

my 
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my patrimony was rich ; my de- 
fcent not inconfiderable. Accordr 
ingly n^y acquaintance was dili« 
gently defired by feveral young vo- 
luptuaries^ whofe incomes were un- 
eqvial to the grandeur of their de- 
figns/ Many^ whom I had but 
flightly known in my boyifh days, 
cried. Come, let us renew our an- 
cient friendfhip ; the fimilarity of 

our taftes ieen^ to form us for in- 
timacy. 



My children, be not ready to 
make friendfhip with every knight^ 

who 
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who fnatches you under his arm, 
and faith, let us be as brethren, 
and offers you the loan of his lance 
or his habergeon. True merit is 
referved ; (he will not cheapen her 
own value by ai^ obtruiive familia- 
rity. 



After fpending great fums in 
the fociety of thefe friendly per- 
fons, moft of whom I fupplied 
with money, and by whbm I was 
repaid with adulation alone, I fell 
into the company of other youth- 
ful knights, (but of ample inheri- 
tances) 
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tances) who aiFeded to be Jine^ 
hearted people, and to be poflefled 
of a great deal oijpunk. This 
laft is a term of remote antlquityj^ 
having been in ufe amongft our 
Saxon predeceilbrs : it hath been 
ktely revived in the reign of Ed- 
ward the Second. To hzvt Jpunk^ 
was to be felf- willed, hot-headed, 
prodigal, and turbulent, without 
a fingle grain of true fpirit or un- 
derfbnding. 



Here the Black Prince thanked 
the hermit for his deicription of 

this 
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thli quality; for though my bro- 
ther was bleft with all the fpirit of 
a hero, he had been early in the 
habit of defpifing men oi Jpunk, 



To have a Jine heart, was 
lo be drunk every day, to give 
money, without confidering whe- 
ther it was well ot ill beftowed, 
and, in more cafes than one, to he 
the dupe of the undeferving* * To 
have a Jine hearty was to do infi- 
nite mifchief to one's felf and to 
ethers, with this barren confola- 
tion, that it was not the refult of 

amif« 
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a mifchievous interition. A fine 
i&^/^/ implies having a legion of 
ftarving creditors, and owing more 
than one hath a profpeft of being 
ever able to payi 



Such, valorous ftrangefs, were 

s 

the principles arid charadler^ of the 
linights with whom I formed my 
fccond aflbci^tion. We dwelt, as 
it were, in taverns, and in th^ 
ftews: we diced, and roared, and 
fung, from the evening till the 
morning, from noon to the fet- 
ting^fun J then renewed our pota-^^ 

tions. 
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tions, bleffing God that we had 
' fp^^^9 and yfext Jine-^hearted fel- 
lows^ and excluding from all title 
' to fpirit or benevolence fuch as 
^ fcrupled to a<ft as foolishly and as 
ruinoufly as we did. Thus I 
wafted my eftate. The tavern- 
keeper called me a noble-^minded 
knight, the dire(9Tefs of the ftews 
pronounced me a lovely gentleman. 
By degrees I loft my hilarity of 
temper : my nerves became racked 
with my repeated intoxication, and 
ileep refufed any longer to befriend 
me. My days were confumed in 

inelegant 
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inelegant fcnfuality, my nighfs in 
wakeful agony. 



At length, my children, I grew 
weary of having Jpunk^ and of li-^ 
ving with Jine-bearted people* 
^hat augmented my chagrin, 
was my obferving that thofe whom 
we conijdered as devoid not only 
of Jpunk^ but of goodnefs of heart 
alfo, were neverthelefs accounted 
by the world in general to poffefs 
as much fpirit as we did, and to 
be equal, nay fuperior to us, in 
deeds of generofity. I adopted. 

Vol. III. , D there* 



jiV 
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therefore, the refolution of be-- 
coming a new man, and of retriev- 
ing, ifpoffible, the diforderof my 
revenues. I quitted the worthy 
perfons by whofe example I had 
been ruined, and felt, of a fudden, 
an inclination for literature. 



^ As I have retired for ever from 
the buiy haunts of men, and have 
dedicated to religion the refidue of 
my days, I have abjured all vanity, 
and will turn out my heart to your 
minuteft examination. My defire 
of diftinftion, then, took a difFei- 

rcnt 
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rent aim, and I panted for the glo- 
ries due to learning and to genius, 
Alas ! feeble were my preteniions 
to this fpecies of applaufe : I mif- 
took the love of letters for the ta- 
lent of compolition. 



There was, at this time, a 
knight with whofe intimacy I was 
honoured; (for though his fortune 
and extradtion were inferior to 
mine, it was an honour to be 
reckoned among the number of 
his intimates) a knight, who pof- 
fcflcd neither Jpunk, nor a fne 

D 2 hearty 



[ S2 ADVENTURES OF 

Jbearf, but who, by continued ftu- 
dy, had improved his natural 
parts to a degree which acquired 
Jiim confiderablc renown. In my 
rage, firs, for literary glory, I at- 
tached myfelf with unremitted at- 
tention to this knight, in the hope 
at once to profit by his advice and 
his example. Though, doubtlcfs, 
he was fenfible of the mediocrity 
of my endowments, he affifted me 
with cheerfulnefs, and encouraged 
my endeavours; refledting, that, 
if the higher and more fplendid 
ranks of fame were beyond my 

reach. 
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reach, I might neverthclefs fuc- 
ceed to a fubaltern iituation. 



For fome time we lived in har- 
mony : we were feldom afundcr. 
At length the daemon of envy took 
poflcflion of my breaft. From my 
kte habits of difflpation I was in- 
capable of ftudy 5 from the weak- 
nefs of my abilities I deipaired of 
celebrity. I felt that I had no real 
love for this knight, whofe fociety 
I had courted; his application, 
his perfedtions gave umbrage to 
my foul; his fuccefs embittered 

D 3 my 
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my thoughts; though no man waa 
ever mote defirous of concealing 
the fuperiority of his faculties from 
thofe with whom he lived, or loved 
more to place himfelf on an equa- 
lity with his companions. His 
wit was never painful, he was un- 
aflliming, unofFeftding, even to a 
proverb. Perhaps I detefted him 
for this very virtue, and would have 
been far better pleafed, had he af- 
forded me foriie pretext for treating 
him with malevolence. In fine, 
I had an inclination to moleft his 
tranquillity. 

Here 
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Here the duke of Lancafter re- 
tired, firfl promifing to conclude 
the hiftory of the Anchoret at the 
next nieeting. 



D4 VISIT 
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VISIT XXV, 



THE following day 
John of Gaunt thus continued hl$ 
narration : Man, iaid our courteous 
hoft, is often a ftranger to the 
meannefs of his own heart. Envy 
and jealoufy difguife their deformed 
figure in the garb of goodnefs and 
v^ifdom. Amongft the various 
forms in which malice prefents 

herfclf. 
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herfHf^ that of giving advice is 
neither the leaft pkufibk, nor the 
leaft difhaneft. It is a fraud com- 
mhted upon virtue ; it is forging 
her name to an inftrument of tur- 
pitude. Accordingly I plied my 
friend with the moft invidious ad« 
monitions that hatred could devife, 
and delivered them with a malici- 
ous mildnels which envenomed 
them ftiU more. I fcrutinized his 
defeats, (for who is free from de- 
feats ?) and delighted to iniinuate 
them to him on every occafion; 
This fpurious fincerity at once gra- 

D 5 tifies 
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tifies our fpleen, from a pcrfuafion 
that we are reducing others to the 
level of ourfelves, and flatters oflr 
felf-love by a refemblance to be- 
nignity. 



My next objedl was to form a 
confpiracy of a few worthlefs fel- 
lows, like myfelf, for the purpofe 
of abufing and tormenting my be- 
nefadtor. We vifited him fre- 
quently tn a friendly way 5 and em- 
ployed ourfelves in cafting oblique 
refledions on his birth, which was 
not noble, and on his fortunes, 

which 
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which were fcanty and precarious. 
We fometimes invited him to din-, 
ner, to the end that, unguarded 
in the convivial hour, arid fufpedt- 
ing no mifchief while in the arms 
of hofpitality, he liiight feel our 
pre-concerted and malignant at- 
tacks with double furprize and 
vexation. Thus the ancient bar- 
barians made feafts for thofe they 
hated, that they might have a bet- 
ter opportunity of cutting their 
throats. But this perfidious exer- 
cife could not often be repeated, 

D 6 The 
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The kivight perceived our baieaeiTs^ 
and abandoned our ibciety« 



Our laft refort was to endeavour 
to turn him into ridicule. Infatu- 
ated wretches ! we were as dwarfs 
provoking the giant. With thfe 
affiftance of my coftipanions, I 
contrived to fcribble a moft mifer- 
able lampoon, or, to fpeak more 
juftly, an attempt at alampoon> 
which we handed about diligently 
amongft our acquaintances, and 
conveyed to fuch places as we 
knew the knight frequented. My 

pro- 
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iprtdrtdion met univeri&lly with 
the tontempt it well merited. But 
tiie hout of vengeance was now ar- 
rivfed. There is a point at which 
forbearance will be exhaufted. Thfe 
knight, in a few verfes, repaid me 
with futh exqiiiiite ridicule and 
feverity, as I found it impofiible 

to withftand. The town tang of 

« 

my overthrow, as deferved as it 
was unpitied j the Verfes veere com- 
mitted to memory and to writing, 
and my name arid my difhonour 
proclaimed throughout the nation. 
In fine, I became the jeft of every 

.one: 
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one : I funk in the efteem of the 
fenfible and the goodV and even 
thofe who had encouraged mc to 
compofe my lampoon, were the 
foremoft to enjoy my unexampled 
humiliation. DIfgufted with all 
around me, and defpifing myfelf, I 
.fled to thefe lonely regions. Luc- 
kily the holy perfon who firft oc- 
cupied this abode had juft yielded 
his laft breath. I purehafed the 
cave from his executors, and had 
the furniture at a fair valuation. 
Since that time I have lived here a 
reclufe, lamenting the folly and 

the 
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the perfidy of my behaviour, which 
had tempted me to exchange a fin*« 
cere and eafy friend for a bitter and 
inexorable enemy. 



Here the anchoret concluded his 
ftory. We confumed the night 
(which proved tempeftuous) in va- 
rious converfation, renewing our 

fire with frelh piles of turf, and 
circulating the nut-brown beve- 
rage. Often, in the gorgeous halls 
of Windfor and the Savoy *, when 

♦ A palace in Wcftxninfter, belonging to the 
duke of Lancafier* 

quaffing 
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quaffing in gold and filver the juice 
of the Gallic gfaj)e, do I remem-^ 
bcr liic, Ivith a fmile, of the nog- 
gins of that anchofet> and of the 
palatable rafhers which he gave 
ivith fuch good will. Thefe reflec- 
tions likewife recall to toy remem*. 
brance the pleaiantnefs and conde- 
fcenfion of that ineftimable herO> 
whofe fpirit is in the heavens^ I 
ponder on the adventures of dur 
youthful dayisi, on die fceneS which 
we have a^ed together, iftkl figh^d 
think that all bath long vaniihed 
like a viflon. 

* 

I Here 
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Here the lord duke of Lanca- 
fter flied tears, and the noble earl 
of Marche looked melancholy^ 



I am growing old and infirm ; 
I am declining into the vale of 
years; it is time for me to retire 
from the unfatisfaftory grandeur of 
this fublunary life, ttttd to prepare 
this impeff&a being fbf the felicity 
of hereafter. . 



But to return. No fooner had 
the welcome dawn looked out from 

the towers of heaven, Aan wfe 

awoke 
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awoke the lady Barbarina^ and^ 
quitting the hermitage, proceeded 
on our journey. The hermit and 
friar Antony had beftowed on us 
their bleffing, with promifes to 
pray for our good fortune at Car- 
narvon. The Hibernian knight 
and Sir Cadwallo, notwithftanding 
their grievous wounds^ were de- 
termined to accompany us thither. 



The morning was frefh; we 
fpeeded over the mountains to Cor- 
wen. Owen Glendower and Sir 
Cadwallo magnified their country; 

Sir 
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Sir Phelim O^Donelly deemed 
Wicklow fuperior to it. The 
feeds of contention were a fecond 
time fbwn, and would- foon have 
blazed fourth into acfls of hoftile 
rigour, had not Chaucer cried out 
that .a manfion was in view, which 
&e doubted not was the refidence of 
the high-born Glendower. This 
agreeable information allayed the 
fifing difcord, and difpofed all par- 
ties to hunger after a breakfaft. 
Morever the illuftrious Owen, be- 
ing now on his own domains, ef- 
teemed himfelf already bur hoft, 

and 
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and was eager to difplay his couf- 
tefy to his royal and valiant gueflt. 

ft 

Ere long we reached his palace- 
yard, which fiivoured of rude fim- 
plicity: thence we entered the 
great hall^ which was dark, ex«> 
tenfive, low, and dufty: thefpi^ 
ders exercifed dominion over it* 
On the walls was ranged a profu« 
fion of buck's liorns, ragged hau* 
berk^, targets worm-eaten, un* 
fcowered morions and battle-axes. 
Here and there hung a fmoky por- 
trait of fotne Cambrian> great ia 

arms. 
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armsj whojfe once-ruddy checks 
were now faded to^ a faint yellow, 
and whoie iiercenefs and whifkers 
Ibfttned down by the hand of 
time, till they were fcarcely dif- 
cernable to hafly obiervation,. We 
perambulated his -gardens, as i^r 
^s the weeds would let us^ and be-» 
held a wide hollow, which was, 
erft a fifh*pond, but now difgraced 
by green mud and briars. The 
chimneys of his palace were be* 
girt with ivy, the roof overgrown 
with mofs and houfeleek. 



Break-i* 
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Brcakfaft was at length an- 
nounced, which confifted of invi- 
gorating viands. We had a vaft 
venifon-pafty, fmoking hot from, 
the oven, three hams, and a large 
difh of turnips. Our ale was fpic- 
ed, and in no wife inferior to what 
we had drunk with the holy her^ 
mit. The courtefy of Owen fhone 
eminently in this repaft ; for he 
had often heard the Black Prince 
and myielf declare that we had a 
particular afib^tion for a venifon- 
pafty. 

We 
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We made no long delay at the 
palace of Glendower. The day of 
tournament was near at hand, and 
we glowed with impatience to be 
prefent at Carnarvon. At Caer y 
Druid we crofled the river Dee, 
and, having hurried over a bar- 
ren diftrid, reached the town of 
Llanrwft, which is fituated in a 
vale near the foot of the Snowden 
mountains. Here we halted a lit- 
tle while, to procure fome drops 
of hartfhorn for the lady Barba- 

rina, whoie venifon had diiagreed 

with 
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with her. A courteous apothe« 
cary fupplied us with the dofe« 



From I^lanrwft we re-afcended 
the mountains^ through the vener*- 
able woods of Gwedir, aRd> with 
a flow and cautious pace^ pervaded 
a wild forefl^, elevated, craggy, 
and echoing the murmurs of a 
neighbouring cafcade, where the 
Conway precipitates, down three 
abrupt defcents> its foaming and 
indignant waters. We foon left 
^e foreft behind, and found our- 
fclves amidil a fcene of utter defo- 

lation» 
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lation. Here Winter was never 
Icnown to ky afide her iron fcep- 
ter. Here bleak Sterility had cfta?- 
- i>li0ied fher throne ; the hawk an4 
the oagje were her only vifitants^ At 
leoigth we firrived at a rpcky .pre- 
cipice, pv^r which was ^a riigg^ 
pathway, Xqrnxed in rnany places 
jntp wiijkdirxg ftpjie ftairs, up and 
down which it .was neceflary fpr 
<Mir courfers to pafs. ^e.Jtlight, 
apd, leading ) them :by: the ; bridle, 
defcend with difficulty to a narrow 
defile, through which the;e is an 
^entrance to the vale of Llanberris, 
Vol. III. E This 
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This iavage, but pi6turefque abode, 
is overhung by ftupendous cliffs, 
compoied of immenfe mailes of a 
brownlfli ftone, without a iingle 
vegetable to variegate their horrid- 
nefs. Further on it widens^ and 
is terminated by two lakes which 
length wife extend to the diftance of 
four .miles. Above fbars Snow- 
den^ fublime in clouded majefty, 
at whoie bafe lie a few humble 
buts^ and a church of great anti- 
quity. 



Some 
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• Some furlongs hence^ upon a 
•grafly eminence that overlooks the 
lake, ftands a fair round tower, 
adding beauty to the fcene. To 
this edifice we were ftraightway 
repairing, when a peafant of the 
hamlet, who perceived our defign, 
ronjured us, in the name of the 
lanftified Virgin, to beware of ap-- 
proaching that accurfed habitation* 
A caitiff, feid he, dwells there, 
who is more wicked than Barab- 
bas. For the court before the 
tower is hollowed underneath, and 
lightly covered over with hurdles, 

E 2 ♦ which 
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tvhidh are bidden by a thin coat of 
earth end gravel. At the door 
Aanik the caitiiF^ a man ftricken 
in years, dad in a (able garment, 
and holding a rofary of prodigious 
length- . He invites the unwary 
pailcnger to reft beneath his roof, 
who, deceived by the courteous ap- 
pearance of the inviter, approaches, 
and, treading on the treacherous 
ground, falls fwiftly many hundred 
fathoms deep, to a dark and dif* 
mdl dungeon, where, if he be not 
already without life, he is left to 
die of hunger. The caitiff and 

^ the 
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the felons his companions then 

« 

defcend by a ladder, and. with Ian- 
thorns, and defpoil the unhappy 
vidtim of his armour or apparel, 
or whatfbever elfe he hath about 
him. Therefore, noble ftrangers, 
for the fake of holy Chrift, go not 
near that abominable to wen 



. / 



Here the peafant held his peace. 
What followed, illuftrious Mor- 
timer, fhall be related at ottr next 
meting. • 



E 3 VISIT 
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ON the enfuing day 
the duke thus proceeded: Now 
this, my lord of Marche, was. an 
adventure, which we could not in 
any wife confent to forego. With 
fuch outrageous caitiffs we delights 
ed to meet, to the end that we 
might chaftife them, and fuccour 

the 
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the diftrefled objcds of their in- 
credible barbarity. 



It was now evening. We re- 
treated to the cottage of the kind 
peafant already mentioned^ whoie 
aged head was ornamented with i 
profufion of white hair, which 
emulated the new-fallen friows. It 
had been, for many years, his oc- 
cupation to condudt the curious 
traveller to the fummit of Snow- 
den, at wlioie bafe he dwelt, and 
to magnify the. wonders of this 
fublime and famous mountain. 

E 4 With 
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With him, then, we coftfultcd irt 
what manner we might beft aflauh 
the caftle of the caitiiF, refolving, 
as foon as flight had overfhadowed 
the heavens and earth, td ptit ift 
execution the plan we ihoutd agree 

upon. 

/ 
» . . 

Our hoary-headed hoft tvas in 
poflefliort of a fmall boat, for the 
piirpofe of fifhing on the lakes. 
In this it was determined that w6 
ihouia erribark at d^d^ of night, 
and proceed to^ the eminence tin 
'^hkh the tower flbod, and wherie 
. , . .: .. was 
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was chiffdled in the rock a fteep 
and narrow flight of ftairs. At 
length the hour appointed was 
. arrived. The lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrenne and the lady Barbarinai 
with Chaucer and the pilgrim, 
neither of whom had a coat of 
mail^ remain in the cottage^ while 
the reft of us put txff in the boat, 
fUid with filence and caution reach 
Jthp place ^f dcftination. We af-* 
cend the rock i we gain the outer 
wall, which we fcale by the afEf- 
tance of one another j but no 
iooner have we let fisot within the 
i E 5- yard, . 
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yard, then a maftifF commences 
an immoderate barking, which 
alarms the caitiff and his com- 
panions. Forthwith there ifiued 
from the tower a gigantic warrior; 
caied in (hining fteel, and armed 
with a maffive mace which he 
wielded with prodigious power. 
H(^ dealt the duke of Gloucefter a 
moft furious blow, which felled 
him to the pavement. Incensed 
at this, the Black Prince with his 
faulchion fmote the caitiff fb vi- 
goroufly on the helmet, that he 
reeled to fro ; his arms hung nerve- 
left 
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lefs by his fides/ and his weapon 
foribok his hand« 



By this time the other felons 
came pouring forth upon us with 
impetuofity and valour. One of 
ihcm, a brawny churl, aflailed. me 
with a pole-axe: I evaded the 
coming ftroke, and (excufe, my 
lordj the egotifbi of a talkative 
old man) ieized him by the mid-- 
die with both my arms ; then 

flung him over the battlements 

• t • . ^ 

into the lake which lay beneath 
them. The Black Prince, the 

E 6 duke 
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duke of York, Si^ t^feelira and Bit 
Cadwdlo were net Iwickwafd to 
imitate my example ; each grafp- ' 
ing his adverfaj^ by the Waift, 
hurifed hiiii ^ith hidfeous force into 
the water. The few that remained^ 
affrighted at the fate of their com-* 

panions, implored our clemency, 

» ♦ 
and furrendered up their arnjs* 



We next enterfed into the tower, 
in qiieft of its inhuman owner, 
whom we found half dead with 
fear. At our command the caitiffs, 
whofe lives we had juft iparcd, 

credted 
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crcftcd cm the top of Snowden, as 
foon as day appeared, i gibbet 
ftrong and high, on which they 
hung their late chieftain, a pky- 
thing for the winds, and provifioil 
for the rook and raven. Mariners 
at fea defcried him, and toarvelled 
at the phdenomenon. This great 
adt of juftice performed, we ex-» 
plored the dungeon : here we found 
St forlorn friar, who was almoft 
^ead with hunger. He had ftrength 
though,, however, remaining, to 
anfwer ourenquiries in the follow- . 
tog words : I have always had an 

afFgdtion, 
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affedion, worthy warriors, for the 
fcicnce of botany. About two 
days ago I departed from Camar- 
yoD^.with intent to gratify this de-r 
lire upon Snowden and the adjoin^-' 
ing mountains, which, as I have 
been informed, abound in uncom- 
mon vegetables. In an unlucky 
hour did I journey by this caftle; 
for the caitiff, whom ye have hang- 
ed, ftood venerably at the gate, 
and, with enticing accents, be^ 
fought me to enter, and partake of 
invigorating viands. I was hua- 
^ry, (the atmoiphere being keen ia 

thefc 
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thefe parts) and accepted his falfe 
invitation. But, as I crofled the 
court-yard with a grateful celerity, 
the ground, alas ! gave way, and I 
had fcarce time to cry out " God 
help me,'' when I funk to a hor- 
rid depth ; it was as if I had been 
plunging into purgatory. By good 
providence there projefted from 
the fide of the pit, more than half 
way downwards, the flump of an 
old tree, which arrefted the tail of 
my frock as I defcended. For 
fomc minutes I was pendent in a 
pofturc the moft alarming. By 

my 
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my ftruggfcd^I at length difcngaged 
iny appard, and fell without much 
hurt to the bottom of this abode. 
Had it not been (blefled be hdy 
David) for Aat flump of. a tree> 
which kindly broke my faJl, I 
fliould aflurcdly have fa<3ured ei-» 
thcr my members or my ikulL 

Here the friar finiihed his ftory« 

We wound him up by puUiea^ 

(for he was too feeble to niount a 

kdder) and caufed him to recruit 

his frame with ibme'mutted lack 

and nutmegv . 

The 
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The fun now prepared to glad 

the world with his 6f ightnefs ; v^ 

abandoned the tdwct, and rejoined 

our companions at the cottage. 

Soon after We fet forward, a mlgh* 

ty fquadron, for Carnarvon ;• Our 

road lay over the mountains, near 

the ttiafgtni of the TaJtes, narrow, 

winding, craggy, like Ithat which 

had led us to Llanberris. But ere 
t 

long our eyes were gratified with 
a grand and delicious pfofpe A of 
the whole ifland of Anglefey, the 
ftfiatt of the Menai, and its woodjr 
Ihores, and prefently of the war-* 

Hke 
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like and beauteous towers of Car-- 
narvorir Meari\vhile the friar, who 
accompanied his deliverers,, enter- 
tained us with an account of his 
travels to the remarkable ifle of 
Stafla, which ia one of the He- 
brides. P^e defcribed to us the 
cave of Fingal in a manner which 
excited in us a curiofity to behold 
it ; infomuch that the Black Princq 
propofed a journey thither,, as fooa 
as the tournament of Carnarvon 
ihould be concluded. We embraced 
the motion with joy: our fouls 

• * * 

thirfted 
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thirfted to witnefs the wonders of 
the Weftefn ifles. 



And now we began to gain the 
level country. The lofty turrets 
of Carnarvon falutcd our longing 
eyes. Hail ( ilubborn ^fortrefs^ I 
cried^ fplendid and auguft reiidence 
of heroes : I venerate and adore 
the memory of thy founder *, my 
magnificent and triumphant pro- 
genitor. At length we reached 
the town, which v^s crouded with - 
knights and fquires, dames, u£hers, 

* Edward Ir 

damfelsj^ 
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damiHs^ and many a warlike baroti 
of ancient and illuAFious pedigree. 
Here grooms were leading the 
proudly - ncighittg couriers, there 
fweated the armourer at his anvilf 
all Carnairvon rcfounded with pre-, 
parations, for the a|)proai(;:hing toor-» 
ggmept. Evcrjrlodgisigwas taken; 
jb every window were ladies^ either 
Tamping their attire, or diiplaying 
their dirine perfedlions to the war* 
riors in the fbreets. Here alio we 
beheld the kdy Matilda and thr 
lady EmttieUne, Sir Marmadak^ 
and, the lady Hermundura, Sir 

Hubert,. 
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ffubertp and Sir Humphrey de 
StfVavcd^, wkh many other kriighte 
iv^ho had beenprifouecs to the rojb« 
her Raymond. 

It was now deemed decorous 
tiiat we fhould difcover our high 
quality. We lifted up our beavers, 
while our fquires gave due notice 
jto the warders at the caftle-gate 
what perfoas .of noble lineage were 
a|)proaching. Forthwith every 
avenue re-echoed with Long live 
the heroic Black Prince, and the 
great duke of L^nc^er, with York 

and 
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and Gloucefter, their brave and 
knightly brethren. The trumpets 
founded from the battlements ; the 
men at arms were drawn up in or- 
der ; the earl of Salifbury, the go- 
vernor, came forth to receive us. 
So vaft was the throng, that with 
difficulty we could prance into the 
great court of the caftle, where 
damfels of high condition were 
gazing on us from the windows. 
Prodigious was our admiration up- 
on entering; for nothing can ex- 
ceed the beauty, nothing equal the 
grandeur of this ample edifice. 

We 
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We were condu<fled to the Eagle- 
tower, in which iare the royal 
chambers, and where the countefs 
of Salifbury, with the ladies Si- 
gifmunda and Ermenilda, received 
us with refpeft and courtefy. 

We prefented the lady Barbarina 
to the countefs, who embraced 
her tenderly, and promifed her 
-protediion, . until fuch time as earl 
Fitzwarrenne and the baron her 
guardian had agreed upon a union 
between her and the lord Ferdi*- 
nand. Moreover the ladies Sigif- 

munda 
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ihunda ^nd iErmenilda ioqk her 
up to thdr (mn apartm^nt^ where 
doubtlefs 0)e dUclo£e4 to them the 
fcerets of her fo)i|l. The d^infels 
©f the counties aflifted us to un- 
arm, ^d waflicd us with foap and 
warm water. After which we ar- 
rayed ourfelves in v^ftments of 
.^iokit fatin, and repaired to the 
:gipand hall, where divers knights 
flffld npWfis were waitipg to he pre^ 
Rented tp us. We wore on that 
day the ;ei}figiis x>f the garter, as 
well for the:glpry of the order it- 
iHf, as. iui honour .of the counteis 

of Salifbury, from whofc fair leg 
I a garter 
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a garter having drbpt, at a l»ll in 
the caftle of Wiiidfor, my royal 
fatbet took occafion to inftitute 
this knighthood. 



Ere lofig the kdies te-apjparedi 
adorned with thfe brighteft jewels, 
and with the moft fumptuous ha-- 
biliments. Two pages fupported 
the vaft train of otir illuftrious 
hoilefs ; the ladies Sigifmunda and 
Ermenilda had one each ; the lady 
Barbarina had not any. Full ftate-' 
ly did they walk down the hall, 
receiving from the knights and 

Vol. III. F barons. 
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barons, who bowed on either fidej 
the compliments and praifes due 
to their celeflial beauty. But the 
lady Ermenilda was the faireft of 
the fair. "Mofk eloquent and fu- 
blime were the ipeeche$ of the 
Prince of Wales . to this peerleft 
and tranfcendent pattern of all per*- 
fedion, and none who iaw and 
heard him on this pompous day« 
but prayed the heavens for his fuc- 
cefs with that rigorous and pre^- 
cious maiden. 



But 
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But love^ alas ! is not always to 
be won by the exalted condition^ 
or even virtues, of the wooer. 
The youthful heir-apparent of the 
noble houfe of Aubrey, a race leis 
renowned for opulence than for 
antiquity, had long lince pre-oc- 
cupied with his love - inipiring 
image the aiFedions of the lady 
Ermenilda. But more of this 
anon. 



A banquet, fuch as monarchs 
might give, now fmoked upon the 
glittering tables. As for me, my 

F 2 wonted 

778587A 
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wonted appetite forfook mfej the 
graces of the lady Sifgifmunda, by 
whom I fate^ made too deep an 
impreffion on my heart, to permit 
any other objedt to participate in 
my attention. I uttered the ten^ 
dereft fayings that could proceed 
from the lips of man, to which 
flie liftened with a gracious deport- 
ment, allowing me, ever and anon, 
to help her to fuch meats as lay 
within my reach, and to perfuade 
her to eat of the fame. The duke 
of Gloucefter was fmitten by the 
all-fubduing^ eyes of the lady Mar- 

garetta. 
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garetta, daughter of the lord Chan- 
dos; nor was Sir Phelun O'Do- 

» 

nelly inattentive to our noble hof- 
tefs, who feemed not to diflike the 
affiduities of that Hibernian. But 
Trefilda of Aberfraw engrofled the 
heart of Sir Cadwallo,, 



I will not trouble you, my 
lord of Marche, with a rehearfal 
of what gallant fpeeches, what jo- 
cular and witty fallies, what prince- 
ly demeanour, and what enchant- 
ing condefcenfion were vifible at 
this repaft, I will ceafe for the 

F 3 prefent: 
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prefent : to-morrow you may ex- 
pe<a a continuation of my adven* 
tures. 



VISIT 
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VISIT XXFU. 



THE duke, at the 
next meeting, fpoke as follows: 
The governor of the caftk, the 
courteous earl of Salifbury, and 
his all-accomplifhed countefs, were 
not a little delighted with the at- 
tachment of the Prince of Wales 
to their adorable kinfwoman, the 
lady ErmenHda. Already did they 

F 4 exult 
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exult in the profpefl: of alliance 
with the royal blood of England, 
and banifli from their favour the 
fon of the baron Aubrey* But 
not fo the lovely Ermenilda. More 
chilling were her looks than the 
blaft on the forehead of Snowden ; 
notwithflanding that the Black 
Prince urged the ardour of his 
flame with all the eloquence that 
a pafHon £o exalted could inipire. 



The ball which followed was 
in every reiped: ahfwerable to the 
magnificence of the feafl. The 

Black 
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Black Prince and the lady Erme- 
nilda led the dance : I had for my 
partner the irrefiflible lady Sigif- 
mund. The countcfs of Salifbury 
had forfworn this diverfion, ever 
fince the accident of her garter j 
beii^g grieved and oi&nded at the 
malevolent cc^ftrudtion which 
thoie envious of her beauty had 
put upon that circumftance. You 
know^ my lord of Marche, that 
king Edward^ my hthcr, hath 
perpetuated the rebuke which he 
gave to their malicioufnefs; on that 
cccaiion^ by adopting it for thQ 

F 5 motto 
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motto of the new-created order* 
The countefs, then, would not 
dance, but difcouried in a pleafing; 
manner with Sir Phelim O'Do-^. 
nelly. 



Thefe feftivities concluded, the 
ladies retired to their refpe<3:ive 
chambers, and' we, their faithful 
knights, to the gardens, where, 
wandering in detached parties, we 
converfed of love. And here I 
cannot avoid relating an adventure 
which befell myfelf, and which 
affurcdly was aukward and diftrefs- 

ful, 
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ful. I had withdrawn with the 
duke of York to a certain part of 
the garden which lay beneath the 
windows of the caftle, and was 
employed in reproving him for his 

indolence and want of tafte, in 

^ » , 

not devoting himfelf to be the 
ilave and thrall of fbme beauteous 
damfel. While in the midft of 
my difcourfe, I perceived fome- 
thing tall and white in a^cafement 
overhead. Now as the objedt of 
my afFedlion had been attired in a 
white robe, I concluded this to be 
the lady Sigifmunda, who doubt- 

F 6 Icfs, 
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}e£s, thought I« hath a defire to 

obferve the heavens, or enjoy the 

cooling breeze, ere fhe commits 

lii^r ^mbrofi^ memb?i;s to the 

couch o£ foft repofe. Whereupon 

I coniidered it incumbent on me^ 

as a lover, to addrefs that pecrlef^ 

virgin with fome plaintive an^i 

h^art-rending oratory. Incompa"« 

rabk production of partial nature^ 

exclaimed J, who iiow haply mu^ 

feft on the unmeAfity of the ftarry 

ikies, or inhaleft the cool breath 

of njight at this thy gorgeous ca&f* 

ment, be pleafed in thy grandeur 

to 
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to take pity on a captive baron, 
who is enthralled by thy imperial 
and unparalleled lovelineis. Yes, 
high-born lady, yes, incftimable 
archetype of »■ ■ « 



I had juft got as far as f' inefti^ 
mabk archetj^," when my brother 
and I perceived a female arm fnatch 
away what hitherto I had fondly 
imagined to be the head of the 
lady Sigifmunda. Alas ! it was 
only her head-drefs, which had 
been fluck by her hafty damfels on 
tiie collar of her night-gown j this 

hung 



( 
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bung near the corner of the cafe- 
mcnt, whef-e, being of a white ap- 
pearance, it refcmbled in the twi- 
light the lady Sigifinunda,. 



You will conceive, my lord of 
Marche, that my mortification was 
exceflive* The miftake was the 
more vexatious, as my brother of 
York, who had been prefent the 
whole time, toOk occafion to an-« 
noy me with the moil piquant 
raillery* After this we retired to 
reft. We arofe early the enfuing 
day, which was that of the tour-* 

nament« 
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nament. I will not, my lord, def- 
cribe to you what differed but in 
few inftanccs from other great 
ipedtacles of the like martial 
nature. Suffice it to declare, 
that all that was beautiful, all 
that was illuftrious, all that was 
valiant was^ on that day col- 
ledted beneath the ramparts of 
Carnarvon. 



As for us of the blood royal, 
we there earned an immortal glory 
in the chronicles of chivalry. Sir 
Phelim O'Donelly and Sir Cad- 

wallo 



i 
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waHo were vi<ftorious in the lifts ^ 
the lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrennc 
unhorfed a knight of Scotland ^ 
Sir Vortimer (to the great gladnefs 
of the lady Matilda) wore his 
golden helmet^ and his moft gor- 
geous fuit of armour^ and difcom-^^ 
£ted m^ny an adveriary by his ikill 
and his agility. Sir Marmaduke was 
borne over the crupper of his fteed, 
notwithftandiiig the vigour and 
propriety of his members : Sir 
Hubert^ with all his impudence, 
could not keep his ftirrups ; and 
poor Sir Humphrey deWaverley, by 
I fitting 
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Jfitting too unafFeQedly, was hoifl* 
^d out of his faddle by the puJiranC 
carl of Arundd* 



Thcfe were fome of the moft 
remarkable atchievements on that 
day. About the clofe of the even« ' 
ing, the Prince of Wales went 
£>rth alone into the gardens, ta 
give freedom to his iighs, and ru<# 
ininate pn his paflion. He had not 
been bng there, when his ears 
^ere ^flailed by the found of voices^ 
which ifTiied from a - neighbouring 
grove of laurels^ He drew near 

with 



i 
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with filent tread, (for the gridT 
exprefTed by the fpeakers feemed 
to warrant this intrufion) and faw 
a youth of a noble air at the feet 
of the lady Ermenilda. Her eyes 
were bathed in tears; ihe hung 
her head like ft &ding lily ; while 
the youth, who, it appeared, was 
the heir of the lord Aubrey, with 
an agitated deportment thus conti* 
msu^d to addrefs her : No, by the 
confcious £dhts, who witnefled the 
firft emotions of my unprolperous 
love, never fh^l theie eyes behold 
thee in the poiTe^ion Cff another. 

Royalty 
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Royalty awaits thee, a grave the 
fon of Aubrey. Haply, amidft 
the iplendours of a dirone, my 
image may fteal upon thy mind^ a 
tributary tear be flied for my mis- 
fortunes. Yet I am not unac- 
quainted with thy heart: Erme- 
nilda, thou art not ambitious. I 
believe thou couldil be contented 
in an humbler lot. But the afpir- 
ing houfe of Beauchamp demands 
a victim to its pride. I, alas ! am 
not the only iacrifice : thy nup- 
tials (I know thy heart) will be to 
thee as thy funeral day. Go then^ 

illuflrious,i 
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illuftrious, angfilic maid j go, and^ 
if chou canfly receive the hand of 
the heroic Edward ; but too happy 
that his royal hopes, and his trium-r 
phant atchievcments have obtained 
for him the preference over an un- 
friended^ unimportant gentleman .r 



Having thus &id, the fon of 
Aubrey drew a poniard from hia 
belt, and (heathed it in his body. 
At the fight of her bleeding lover, 
the lady Ermenilda uttered a loud 
fliriek, and, with looks expreffive 
of diftrefs and terror, hung over 

the 
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the unhapfiy youth who lay ex- 
tended at her i^t^ The Black 
Prince was touched with compaf- 
fion, and, forgetting that the fuf- 
ferer was his rival, flew ftraight- 
way to his aid, and, having gently 
i^ctraded the weapon from his fide, 
launched the blood with a hand- 
kerchi^ of the lady Ermenilda, 
and bound up the wound, whichj^ 
though fevere, was not mortal. 
He then haflened to the cafUe, 
and gave command that the do«* 
meftics ihould convey Aubrey to 

a cham* 



it8 ADVENTURES OF 

a chamber^ and afibrd him due 
care and attention. 



Meanwhile the weeping and dif- 
confolate Ermenilda repaired to her 
own apartment, where the coun- 
ters and the other ladies endea* 
voured to fbothe her grief, But 
the hand of afHidion lay too hea«- 
^vily upon her : no common com- 
fort could afTuage her anguifh : the 
recovery of the wretched Aubrey 
could alone infure the refloration 
q£ her tranquillity. 

The 
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. The Prince a£ Wales, who had 
retired to a diftant chamber of the 
caftk, vras much affedied by the 
difaftrous fortune of thefe lovers. 
And £hall I then, faid he, prove 
inflrumeatal to the mi&ry of a 
meritorious youth, whofe preten-- 
fions are inferior in elevation to 
mine, hut whofe claim to the love 
of the lady Ermenilda is prior? 
Ignoble preference. Thefe are not 
the laws which I have hitherto 
prefcribed to my condud, as the 
fon of a king, and as an example 
of knightly virtue. Shall it be 

rumoured 
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rumoured from realm to realm, 
ihall it be Aoried in the annals of 
enipires, that Edward employed 
his greatnefd and his renown in 
molefting the felicity of thofe be. 
neath hini, in tearing from the 
lover his love? No, Lancafter, 
[for I was prefent] I will not |)0f- 
fcfs m3rfelf of the perfon of Er- 
menilday while her heart is in de- 
votion to another. I have ftrove 
in blqody fields for viftory over 
mighty nations; let me illuflrate 
thbfe glories by the conqtieft of 
myfelf. 

Thus 
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Thus fpake the Prince of Wales; 
«ior could I deny my applaufe to 
the reiblution which he adopted of 
writing v/ithout delay to the noble 
lord of Warwick, and intreating 
his confent to the union of Ermc- 
nilda with the heir of the baron 
Aubrey, on whom he would con- 
fer fuch marks of his munificence 
and efleem, as fhould render him 
not unworthy of their alliance* 
We tarried at Carnarvon until the 
courier returned with an anfwer. 
It was favourable: the houfe of 
Beaucbamp, though regretting the 

Vol. III. G difap- 
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difappointment of a connexion 
with the royal blood, paid refpeft 
to the application of the Prince of 
Wales, and even admired )iis mag- 
nanimity. 



As fbon therefore as the fon 
of Aubrey had f-egained a little 
ftrength, the Prince of Wales, 
who had been his daily vifitor, 
prefented him with the epiftle of 
the earl of Warwick, which con- 
tained the confent of that baron to 
his efpoufals. You, Mortimer, 
can more ^afily imagine, than I 

dcfcribe 
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defcribe the joy of the youthful 
Aubrey at this unexpedled pro- 
fperity. He threw himfelf at the 
feet of his benefaftor ; but, con- 
founded with this fudden revolution 
in his fortunes, could exprefs but 
in faultering accents the fincerity 
of his gratitude. The Black Prince 
raifed him up, and, the countefs 
and the lady Ermenilda having en- 
tered the apartment, took the hand 
of the latter, and, joining it to 
that of Aubrey, addrefled the lovers 
in thefe words : Receive, illuftrious 
pair, fo worthy of each other, your 

G 2 union 
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union as a gift from me. That I 
ceafe to be the rivaV of Aubrey, is 
not, accomplished lady, the refult 
of any change in my- opinion of 
your perfeftions, but of a relu(3> 
ahce to deftroy the happinefs of 
mother, who had an earlier, and 
therefore a jufter title to the pof^ 
fcffion of fuch beauty and virtue^ 
Confider the Black Prince, not 
as the lover of one, but as thf 
friend of both. 



Having thus fpokcn, he retired, 
iand meeting me in the court of 

the 
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the caftle, propofed our immediate 
departure. To this I readily af- 
fented, notwithftanding my ardene 
affedlion for the daughter of earl 
M ontacute, in whofe eyes I hoped 
to render myfclf a more valuable 
conquefl, by fbme chivalrous at- 
chievement in the kingdom of 
Scotland. The lord Ferdinand 
Fitzwarrenne w^as determined not 
to quit US; but, leaving the fair 
Barbarina v^ith the countefs of Sa- 
lifbury, prepared to reap frefli lair- 
rels, and extend her name and ho-> 
nour beyond the limits of his na- 

G 3. tivc 
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tive land. Chaucer was impatient 
to behold the cavern of Fingal. 
Owen Glendower returned to his 
palace at Corwen, while Sir Phe- 
lim O'Donelly and Sir Cadwalb 
diredlcd their courfe to England in 
purfuit of new adventures. 



Wc took leave of our courteous 
and magnificent hoft, and iflued 
from the gates of Carnarvon, as 
the fun fhewcd his fplendid face 
over the adjacent mountains. Our 
road lay along the woody margin 
of ]the Menai. We furveycd the 
I famous 
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famous fpot where Suetonius Paul-» 
linus landed the Rx>man legions on 
the ille of Anglefey, when purfu**^ 
ing the ancient Britons to their 
laft retreat. In Bangor we halt- 
ed at the palace of the bifhop, a 
mild and learned man, who en- 
tertained us with becoming hofpi- 
tality. Then, continuing our 
journey along the fea-jQiore, we 
arrived at a hamlet called Aber, 
iituated at the entrance of a great 
pafs through the mountams, and 
romantically adorned with native 
oaks, leaning their venerable heads 

*G 4 from 
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from the precipiecs over a trans- 
lucent rivulet> which> a few paces^ 
below^ blends its waters with the 
main. 



And herct my lord of Marche^ 

I will conclude for the prefent. 

^^ Adieu, until to-morrow. The 

heavens preferve your health and 

your tranquillity^ 



FISIT 
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X 



AT the following vi- 
iit John of Gaunt thus proceed- 
* ed: About half way between Abcr 
and the foot of Pen Maen Mawr, 
we efpied a knight upon the flrand^ 
who appeared to be in profound 
meditation. At a little diflance 
from the beach lay a fifhin^-boat^ 

in which were ibme failors (kep- 

G 5 ing. 
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ing. At our approach the ftran- 
ger difcontinued his reverie, and, 
perceiving that we were knights, 
falutedus very courteoufly. We 
enquired whence he came, and 
what adventures had befallen him. 
That veffel, replied he, that lies 
at anchor, conveyed me from an 
iiland, which, if your eyes be 
faithful, ye may difcern right be- 
fore ye, extending its ridgy back 

from north to fbuth. That, firs, 
is the ifle of Man. To Britain 
am I come, in queft of knightly 
fuccours, againft a cruel monfter, 

(for. 
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(for, though of human form, he 
is in mind a monfter) who inha- 
bits a prodigious fortrefs, to the 
eaft of yonder ifland, where he en- 
flaves and bitterly torments many 
dames and damfds of dignified 
condition, many knights and po^ 
tent barons, and even fome of 
princely ftation^ For, know, va* 
lorous warriors, that this. tyrant 
keeps armed veilels, in which his 
retainers fcour the £eas, and often 
make defcents upon the neighbour- 
ing ihores, carrying off whomfb- 
ever they meet> that is of honour* 

<n5 able 
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able dignity, bat {pstting the mean* 
vc fort. For it is tiie atrocious 
maxim of die caitiff whom th^ 
ferve to colkdt, aod confine with^ 
in in& caftle the hig^^born ^id 
^magnificent, and compd them t& 
•ibbmit to the moil ignominious 
drudgery : intending^^ as lie faiths 
^reby to humble the' pride of hu- 
man kind, infbufi: them in the va^ 
rieties of life> and feafbn them 
with that philofophy which is the 
offspring of woe. 



This 
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This audacious invader of the 
rightsof mecihathy at diis in%nt^ 
in his power fi*e barons of Eng- 
land^ and iibven Scottish lairds> a 
king of Kerry, three abix)ts, two 
biihops, and divers knights re-^ 
nowned^ with a coufin of the king 
of Norway, (a bigauteous princefs) 
many damfels alfo of the noblcil 
lineage, and of tranfcendent 
charms, and (what grieves my 
heart full forely) the daughter of 
Mac Sweyno, prince of the Ork*- 
jiey illands. I, gallant knights, 
am named Sir Allen Mac Fergus^ 

heir 
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Jieir of the Mac Fergus laird of 
AUnandale^ and was on the point 
of efpoufing this accomplished 
princefs, • when the rovers of that 
unknightly barbarian feized her as 
ihe walked upon the fhores of her 
paternal ifland, and bore her away 
in triumph to the fortrefs already 
mentioned. 



No fooner bad the news of this 
difafter reached mine ears, than I 
took fhipping for the ifle of Man, 
and, having landed fafely, difgui- 
fed myfelf as a peafant who had 

fruit 
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fruit to fell, and ftraightway re- 
paired to the caftle. I readify 
found admittance, and was coir- 
du6ted by the domefticks to the 
kitchen. I availed myfelf of the 
ill-breeding that was fuitable to 
ipiy feigned character, and, as 
clowns are always inquifitive, afked 
many queftions concerning thoie 

whom I iaw in various depart-- 

ments of this numerous houie- 

hold. There (fad viciffitude!) 

two damiels of an auguft houie, 

and of incomparable beauty, were 
» 

siting a rump of beef j the king 

of 
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of Kerry was gutting a turkey^ 
the lord abbot of Conway, with 
a bib under his chin, compofing a 
plum pudding, and the bi(hop of 
St. Afaph's ipitting a neck of 

# 

mutton. 



At this cruel fpedacle I trem^ 
bled for the feteof the fair princefs 
of the Orkn^s. : I enquired vtith 
faultering accents if fuch a perfbn 
was in the cafUe^ But oh ! . what 
was my chagrin, when they replied, 
that they believed ihe was wafhir^ 
in the fcuUery ! My knoes knocked 

I together^ 
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together, and the power of vifion 
very nearly forfbok my eyes. At 
ieagtfi I recovered' imyfelf fuffi^ 
xiently to approach* the place 
which contained the beloved of my 
foiil. There, valiant v^arriors, (I 
can fcarce refrain from weeping as 
I tell it) did I behold the unhappy 
princefe, with an aged priorefs,. 
wringing a pair of flieets, which 
hut a little while before fhe had 
taken out of the wafh-tub. She,, 
wko from her infant years had 

\ ■ 

never known what It was to labour,. 

* 

but> on tiie contrary, had flou* 

rifhed 
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rifhed in that delicate compofure 
befitting an illuflrious maiden, was 
now in a deplorable peripiration ; 
her unpai^klcd elbows were be- 
frothed with fuds, her night-cap 
tucked up from her ears^ her ap* 
fBLvel loofe and fordid^ 

As I knew that the fight of me 
would but afHid the princefs^ and 
render her fituation the more in- 
tolerable, I forbore to difcover my- 
felf to her ; contenting my eyes 
with fuch a mournful perfpe(flive 
of her injured beauty^ as the place 

of 
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of my concealment^ which was be- 
hind fome drying garments, would 
admit of. In another part of the 
fcuUery was thecoufin of the king 
of Norway, fcouring fome greafy 
trenchers, and aiingling, ever and 
anon, her briny tears (which dlropt 
likfe orient pearls) with the difh- 
water that fteamcd beneath her. 



From this melancholy fcene I 
repaired to the court-yard, where 
the abbot of St. Alban's was wheel- 
ing out manure. As for the laird 
of Glenco, and the chief of the 

Mac 
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M^c Ihtoflics, they were fweeping^ 
the ftable, while two Englifli ba-^ 
rons were rubbing down the pal- 
freys. I vow to the very heavens 
k grieved my heart to bdiold 
them : I was utterly overcome : I 

could not Aand it, but retreated 

* 

j>recipitately to the caftle, where, 
as I pafied by one of the rooms, I 
beheld a company of majeftic and 
jangelic damiels, &me of wliom 
were darning ftockings, fome clap- 
ping cloaths, •fome ironing j while 
a beldam of a hideous afped ilood 
over them,, as talk-miftrefs, and 

» 

with 



I 
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vriih inhuman taunts^ andttrrify^ 
ing menaces, conflralned them to 
attend to their reipedi^^ occupa^ 
lions,. 



My bofom burned with fury for 
the wrongs of thefe noble yirgiijs^ 
but more efpecially for the indig- 
nities of the fair princefe of the 
Orkneys. I quitted the caftle with 
a firm refolution to attempt their 
delivery, or perifli. But reflcd:ing 
that the prowefs of no finglc arm 
could atchieve an enterprize fb ar- 
duous, I determined to fet out irt 

queft 
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queft of fuccours^ from the valiant 
knights and barons of this neigh- 
tx)uring ifle of Britain. Having, 
therjefore, lured a fifhing-boat, I 
^eroded oyer to thefe parts/ hoping 
here to meet fome warrior who 
vy^s in iearch of high adventures; 



Here ended Sir Allen Mac Fergus. 
Though Scotland and the Hebrides 
were our obje(3: for the prefcnt, an 
expedition to the ifle of Man, for 
the relief of illuftrious perfonages, 
was in all refpeds congenial to our 
ideas of knightly glory. The dif- 

comfiture 



• JOHN OF GAUNT. 143 

comfiture of that caitiff was aa 
exploit which no fon of chivalry 
could defpife. Accordingly we 
proffered to the Scottifh chief our 
ierviees^ who efteemed himfeif 
moft fortunate in having met with 
£ich auxiliaries. We alighted, and 
fete down upon the pebbled beach, 
cxpefiing the ebb-tide with ina- 
patience. At length the water 
turns : we awake the lailors, and 
embark on board the fifhing-boat. 
Luckily the wind proved as fa- 
vourable to us as the tide 5 fo thait 

in 
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in a few hours we lamied on the; 
iflancL 



Our firft care was to confiilt 
concerning the method of attack. 
It was the opinion of Chaucer that 
we fhould borrow the jacketp and: 
trowfers of the leamen, and wea? 
them over our armour ; that^ ia 
ihis di%ui{e^ we fhould preient 
tmrfelves an the caiUe^ as feafaring 
peribns arrii^d front foreign lands^ 
and whole veiTd was laden with 
choice prodttdions of the Indies. 
For thus, continued Geoffrey, we 

fliall 
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ihall gaii) admittance into a for- 
trefs^ whi(::h to aay forcible at« 
tempt will doubilefs prove im- 
pregnable* 



This cQunfel Was adopted : ^e 
forthwith arrays! ^mrfdvps in the 
habits of the iailors^ which con^ 

cealed our coats of niail> and our 

• ■ • 

weapons, This.done^ we proceed- 

« 

ed to the caftle of the caitiiF, Sir 
Allen Mac Fergus being our guide. 
When arrived at the gates^ we af- 
fcded the jargon of voyagers, and 
were fufiered to pafs in. We 
Vol. Ill* H marched 
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marched forward to the great hall, 
where the tyrant himfelf was feat- 
ed ; then, fcorning our diiguife, 
aftoniflied hini with the fight of 
warriors clad in refulgent fteel, and 
wj^ving over his head their tremen-* 
dous &ulchions. Difmayed as he 
was, he yet fliouted to his retain- 
ers, who rufhed into the hall with 
fuch weapons as they could find. 
And now, my lord of Marche, a 
horrid combat enfued. The ene- 
my, who out-numbered us, dis- 
puted the day with obftinacy, their 
caitiff lord encouraging them by 

his 
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V 

his lion-like example. But a 
fedden reinforcement of abbots, 
biflbops, lairds, and barons, arm- 
ed with their fle(h-forks, Ipits, 
and brooms> appearing on our 
fide, the impetuofity of the felons 
abated. At length a fatal blow 
from the faulchion of the Black 
Prince fevered from his fhoulders 
the head of the barbarian. Their 
captain flain, the rabble fued for 
mercy, which was readily grant- 
ed to them, on their laying down 
their arms, and furrendering the 
keys of the fortreis* 

Hz A ge- 
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A general tnufter of the cap«- 
* tives (thofe high-born cooks and 
fcullions, whofe condition Sir Al- 
len fo lamented) was the confe- 
quence of this vidory, and liberty 
was proclaimed through every 
chamber of the caftle. The fair 
princefs of the Orkneys was fo de- 
lighted with her deliverance, and 
with the fight of Sir Allen Mac 
Fergus, that fhe ran eagerly to 
embrace him^ all foapy as fhe was, 
and ill-apparelled. Nor could we 
forbear Trailing at the interview of 
thefe lovers. But a fcene of an- 
other 
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Other nature foon diverted our at- 
tention. The damiels who had 
been emyloyed in darning and 
clapping cloaths, having heard 
of the glad revolution^ abandoned 
their irkfome labours^ and^ falling 
on the beldam with one confent^ 
hoth cuffed her, and pinched her, 
and pricked her fo outrageoufly, 
that the Black Prince was obliged 
to interfere in her bdialf ; other- 
wife it was thought that they 
would have left her for dead. 



H 3 This 



u .. . . 
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This circumftance> imy lof d of 
Marche, hath fince induced me ta 
imagine, that the human mind, 
even in perfbns who are nobly 
born^ yea, alfo nobly educated^ 
may take a new tincture from a 
different mode of life, and that 
the manners receive a certain call: 
from the occupation. This, I think, 
was verified in the condudl of thofe 
damfels ; who, although of high 
dcfcent, and once of polifhed man- 
ners, yet, from being contamina- 
ted by their fervile fituation, and 
breathing, as it were, the atmof- 

phere 
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phere of the fcuUery, came at 
length to forget the ftatelinefs of 
their original condition. Thus 
animals, tranfported from their 
native climate, it is obferved, will 
not unfrequen tly degenerate. 



Friar Hildebrand relates, that 
here a moft profound and abftrufe 
difquifition took place between the 
duke and earl Mortimer, concern- 
ing the moral revolutions of the 
mind ; a difquifition, adds the 
friar, which nothing in the ethics 
of Ariftotle can exceed. Sorry I 

H 4 am^ 



F 
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am^ courteous reader, that the lU 
mits of this hiftory will not ik&t 
sne to rehearie it«. 



VISIT 
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risir XXIX, 



THE next day the 
^t^e thus coiHmucd ; The ex- 
pIoU being mw atehjeved, it was 
propofcd by the Prince of Wales^ 
^t we ibottld depart immediately- 
The ieveral ^cjit perfooagea to 
whom we had .nilQced freedom^ 
ahandcmed the l^atpcl wall^ where 
they had endumd dudi dbuL indig-*^ 

H 5 nitips^ 
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nitics, and prepared to return to 
their Tefpedive homes. We ad- 
vifed them to repair to the other 
fide of the ifland, wh^re Ihipping 
was in greater abundance. They 
therefore took leave of us with 
many 'grateful acknowledgments, 
and fet forward, a merry, motley, 
and numerous cavalcade. 



We ourfelves rc-cmbatkcd on 
board a trading vefiel, which, in 
a few hours fail, was wafttd 
into Whitehivdn/ whence we 
took tint road to the ancient ckf 

of 
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of Carlifle. Between Cocker- 
mouth and Wigton we perceiv- 
ed a gorgeous caftle^ where the 
hdmet on the tower invited us to 
holpitality. As it was now near 
night-fall, we fpeeded thither, and 
met a courteous reception. After 
the damfels.of the caftle had un- 
armed us, and arrayed bur Kmbs 
in coftly vefbiients, ^ we proceeded 
to a grand apartment, where we 
found the archbifhop of St. An- 
drews, and the dean of Fife, witli 
his two fair nieces, the lady Judith 
and the lady JezabeL Thefe dig* 

JK 6 nicarie^j 
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nkaries^ who were of Scotlanc^ 
had lately left the borders, and 
were travelling to the fouth, with 
intent to fojoum at the fanu)us ci-^ 
ty of Bath, the dean being afflid* 
ed with a diforder ia his bowels^ 



The archbi£hop of St. An* 
drews was a majeflic old man, of 
above fix feet high, and of a pallid 
countenance, in* which neverthe- 
lefs were mingled dignity and 
fvveetnefs. He was now upon the 
verge of fourfcore, yet journeyed 

confiderably for the welfare of his^ 

confti^ 
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canftitutloQ, Mu^ aiu£ tnagnlfif* 
cent were the works widch he 
had efTofted for the ornament of hi» 
4ioce&^ and for the encoizra^^ement 
of pie^. Rumour had laid that 
he harboured a dlMSsdihon to the 
&92iale &x : yet 1^ behavedr on the^ 
prefent occafion> wkh afiability to 
the nieces of the dean of FI&. In 
fine^ he was a venerable and lof^y 
ccckfiafUcke 



His ^Uow traveller, the desiir^ 
was in the fortieth year of his age; 
a man of the middle ftature, and 

of 
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of colled:ed demeanour^ His 
round and plump face was in the 
moft perfcifl fubjedlion to the rule 
he had laid down of feldom alter- 
ing a mufcle but when his bowels 
difagreed with him. The move- 
ments of his body obferved an 
equal uniformity. . He was like- 
wife remarkable for fhoes that 
were very Ihining, and whichj as 
he walked about, "emitted a creak- 
ing found, that, in the imagina- 
tion of fome, was not unfuitable 
to his gravity^ 

The 
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The archbiftiop and our hoft, a 
knight in years, enquired what 
adventures had been abroad, but 
particularly of what had paffed at 
the great tournament of Carnar- 
von ; the dean, in brief fentences, 
and with a ferious and fteady 
voice, making threadbare pbfcrva- 
tions on the turbulence of the 
times. At length the banquet 
was announced: the archbifhop 
in a (lately and flow manner went 
firft ; the dean creaked after him 
with due folemnity. We ^^nfcred 
the great hall j and fate down to 1 

invi-^ 
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Hivigorating viaijdsf. I4lt^ jvaff 
^ during the repaft^ ^\xt wheti 
the diibes M^ece F(iQO¥ed» ^nd die 
l^bkt h^ex tP ckcolatey, our 
hoft beloQght the dican to ^vouir 
Q$ with an account of the voyage 
which he had lately made to ^e 
ifle of FerroT At the i&me time 
Ac archbifhop, wha ^te between 
the Black PHnce and me^ infomi-*^ 
od us in a whifper^ ^t the dean 
of Fife was troubled with a cer- 
tain fingularity with which he 
bought it adviieable to acquaint 
us in due time> left haply we fhould 

be 
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Ibe betrayed into any fymptoms c£ 
ailoziifhment* It wa$^ that the 
dean of Fife^, unagimng himfelf 
poflefled &£ every great and good 
.^ali^ that could adorn a human 
Jbeing> and of eii^ory bodily^ as weU 
as mental endowment^ took no 
meafures to conceal this odd no- 
tion fr<»i the world^. but aicribed 
to iiimi^ openly^ and witli tlm 
utmoft gravity cf face and lan^ 
goagq, and without being in the 
kaft &nilble that diere was any 
impropriety in it^ all manner of 

escceUence that is under the fun» 

We 
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We thanked the archhifhop for 
this feafonable hint ; for, verily, 
if he had not given it, we fliould 
have finned againft good-manners^ 
We alfo forwarded the caution to 
our companions at the other fide 
of us. 



After fending round the goblet, 
the dean, with a compofed vifage 
and a well-pitched tone of voicci 
began his relation as follows : As 
I had ever a ftrong defire, nay an 
avarice to increafe that . confidera- 
ble ftock of knowledge which I 

am 



J O H N O F GAUNT. i6$ 

am well known to poffcfs, and to 
ripen to. the utmoft perfeftipn my 
underilanding, which (praife be 
to the Heavens) is both bright 
and comprehenfive, I fet out 
upon a voyage to the Ferro ifland, 
taking with me my two nieces, 
the lady Judith and the lady Jeza- 
beL We left Scotland with a 
fair wind, and at the end of many 
weeks were landed on the ifland^ 
which is both populous and well 
cultivated. I had another obje<3: 
alio in viiiting thofe parts ; for the 
^ativesJ^ as I heard^ being idola- 
ters. 



t<4 
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t^r99 1 l&ou^t that I could not 
employ my eloquence to better 
purpofe, d»n in pi:eaching Chrif^ 
tlanity to an uiienUghtened peo^i^ 



But BO focHier Ead I fet foot 

« 

^pon the ihore, than I was uU 
terly diiappointed of this benevo« 
lent intention. For the officers^ 
at the port gave us warning not 
to fpeak above our breath > fuch 
being the kw obier^^ within the 
country. Np mhabitant o£ the 
Fepfo idahd ever ventures beyond 

a whifperv 
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a whifpcr« This indeed the ofScera 
themfeives exemplified. The nes^t 
thing they did, was to objcft againft; 
my fhoes, which, they £iid, made a 
creaking that would not he fufFer- 
ed in that kingdom. I was there^ 
fore under the necefHty of pulling 
them off, and putting on a pair 
of flippers, the folcs of which 
were covered with felt* The horfes 
likewifc are all ihod with lea* 
ther, and fledges are the only 
vehicles admitted of. Neither 
have they any clocks ; but are*&-> 
tisfied with the aid of fun-dials 
2 and 
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and hdur-glaiTes* At night they - 
allow of a patrolc, but no man 
may proclaim the hour. Mufick * 
dfo, either vocal or inftrumental, 
is feverely prohibited ; nor do the 
natives ever laugh, but confine 
thenafelves to a moderate titter. 
All noiiy trades are confined to 

an ifland two leagues from Ferro. 



As we pafled along the ftreets, 
we had, on every fide of us, con- 
vincing proofs of this extraordi- 
nary inftitution. For inftead of 
that loud and buiy hubbub, which 

is 
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15 common In great cities, here 

•I 

was nothing but a lojv and fallen 
murmur, like the winds com- 
plaining amongft the leave? of the 
poplar. The itinerant venders of 
commodities, inftead of crying 
them, only expofed them to pub- 
lick view upon their heads j or in 
their hands. / could have en- 
duretl this embargo on my voice ; 
but it was with extreme difficulty 
that I kept my two nieces from 
talking loud. And in this my 
condition was the more uncom- 
fortable; as any offence againft 

the 



S' 
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the ftatote would be punifhed by 
impri£)iunent in a dark and pro« 
found dungeon iet apart for fuch 
purpofes^ 



Being hungry after the voyage, 
I afked an old woman, in a foft 
voice, if flie could direft us to an 
inn, or tavern; upon which fhc 
pointed to a goodly edifice with 
the figure of a dolphin painted on 
it. Every figju throughout the 
city reprefents fome iiih, that be- 
ing a mute animal j thus admoni- ^ 
tion fiares the people in the face 

at 1 
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at every ftep. Upon entering the 
tavern, I very fenfibly enquired 
what they had in the haufe ; the 
hoftefs whifpered to me the coxx- 
tents of the larder, and I ordered 
a difh of Scotch coUops. During 
dinner an accident happened, which 
had nearly proved &tal to us. 
Forgetting where I was, I was 
about to call for drink in my ufual 
tone of voice, and had adually got 

• ■ 

as fer as ** You, fir," when the 
waiter, in a panic, ran out of 
the chamber, and ere long a crew 
of fcoundrels, who looked like 

* 

Vol* III, I peace- 
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peace-officers, came marching in 
at his heels. However, with that 
happy prefence of mind which ne- 
ver in any cafe deferts me, I in- 
formed the chief conftable, in a 
lanvful key, that it was only aa 
exclamation, occafioned by a cruel 
malady .with which at times I 
was afflided. This, and my be- 
ing a foreigner, together with a 
piece of money which I flipped 
into his hand, were judged a fuf^ 
ficieht plea, and I efcaped the 
animadveriion of juftice. 

In 
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In the cvenmg I good-iiatuTedl/ 
took my nieces to tht theatre, or 
place appointed for certain r^pre- 
fcntations in dumb fhew; for tlieir 
4rama extends ho ferther. 'thd 
king aiid c|ucien were diere, and 
all the royal family. An old niany 
who was much charmed With the 
af&bility of my manners, and the 
wifdom of my remarks, moft 
courteoufly explained to me the 
fubje^i of the piece, and very many 
circumftances reladvie to their 
ftage, all which indeed my own 

1 2 natural 
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natural quicknefs and penetration 
bad already pretty nearly enabled 
me to divine. Neverthelefs I was 
£> pleafed with his civil attention^ 
that I took him home to fupper 
with US; after which I enquired 
of him the caufe of their forbid- 
ding all loudnefs within the liojits 
of Ferro, 



The old man^ who admired 
my love of information, andcon- 
lidered it as a genuine mark of 
my good fcnfe, replied to my 

queftion 
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queflion as follows : About four 
hundred years ago 



But here the lord duke of Lao* 
cafter fuipended his narrative. 



I 3 VISIT 
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Visit XXX. 



THE dean of Fife^ 
faid the duke on the enfuing day^ 
thus proceeded in the account of 
his travels : About four hundred 
years ago, when we were yet an 
ignorant and barbarous people, 
Harpocrates the god of Silence^ 
once worfhipped by the Egypti* 
ans, appeared in a dream to king 

Biblilkh,. 
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Biblillah^ who then fwayed the 
fceptre of the Ferro ifland, and 
thus accofted him : Behold in me^. 
O Biblillah, that divinity who dc- 
Kghteth in filence^ and whofe al- 
tars are fb little held in honour 
an^ongil men* In ages pafl^ I 
have been of fbme importance in 
the land of Egypt, where the peo-* 
pie built me a temple and paid 
me fom6 adoration. But the na-* 
tives of that country are now be- 
come a turbulent and clamorous 
race, and unworthy of my favour 
and protection. I have caft my 

I 4 eyes 
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eyes upon every region of the 
globe, in queft of an effcablifc- 
nient fuitable to my rank in hea- 
ven, but found not any place where 
I thought that human- kind would 
be likely to perfevere in their ref- 
pe<5l for my godhead. At length, 
O Biblillah, I have bethought me 
of thy kingdom, which is fequefl 
tered from the noife and tumult 
of the continent, and furrounded 
by the watry wafte. Apollo hath 
bis Delos, Vulcan his Lemnos, 
Jun6 the Sami^n ifle, and Cy^ 
prus and Cythera are devoted to 

the 
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the queea of Love : why fhould 
not I alfo have an ifland of mine 

own ? Henceforward Ferro ihall 

befacred to Harpocrates. Build, 
thou therefore^ O Biblillah^ a 
temple to my glory ; fet up my 
image therein: I will b% thy 
patron god : thy pofterity and thy 
dominions ihall flourifh^ as long 
as my divinity fhall be revered 
amongft ye. Moreover, reform 
the inftitutions of thy country; 
let it appear that ye are peculiarly 
the adorers of the god of filence, 
and, as &r as the intercourfe of 

I 5 human 
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human zSslIxs permit^ let oq abf^ 
hortence of noife be remarkaUe 
amongfl ye. Do this^ and thine 
empire fhall fubfift foi* ever i but 
if ye obey me not^ an earthquake 
fhaH fwallpw your ifland^ and your 
name as a nation be forgotten. 
He faid> and vanifhed. 



The perplexed Biblillah in the 
morning alG^bled the chief coun- 
fellors of his kingdom^ and re« 
ported to them the vilion he had 
beheld. It was thereupon decreed^ 
that the injun<aions of Harpopfates 
J ihould 
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fliould be faithfully obferved. Ac- 
cordingly a magnificent temple wa^ 
begun, and, by the zeal of the 
people, in a little time completed j 
an ivory ftatue of the god, with 

» 

his finger on his mouth, was 
ercded therein, a folemn form of 
worihip compofed, and priefts ap- 
pointed to ofH9iate at his altar« 



Nor did the fapient and religious 
£iblillah reft here. A new code 
of laws was drawn up and pro- 
mulgated, in which the promiies 
and the threats of the Divinity 

16 were 
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Were held fbrth^ and the people 
exhorted to an inviolable ob&nr^ 
ance of them. The court fet the 
example. From that day forward 
neither the king nor his ropl con- 
fbrt» nor the princes and princefles 
of the bloody nor any of the maids 
of honour^ or of the nobles of the 
houfehold^ rofe in their converfa-- 
tion above a whiiper. It was alio 
required^ by an order from the 
chief chamberlain^ that all per* 
fons who had the privilege of ap- 
pearing^ at courts fhould leam to 
talk on their fingers. 

A whifper- 
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A whiipering-gallery was ereft- 
ed for the ufc of the fenate, inftead 
of the former place of meeting > 
by means of which, without vio- 
lating the divinity of Harpocrates, 
the national zfExirs receive due in- 
veftigation. Neverthelefs thefe 
new ordinances gave a fevcre blow 
to all fuch as had depended on 
their eloquence for advancement. 
The barrifters went into mourn- 

ing upon the occafion, and, being 

» 

a clafs of perfons caring little for 
religion, petitioned king Biblillah 
for an exception in their favour. 

But 



i«i ADVENTURES Ot 

But their fuit was rejeded: and 
now for four centuries we have 
devoutly adhered to the worfliip of 
Harpocrates, and to the obferv- 
ance of the laws of Biblillah.- 



. Here the old man ceafed, and> 
having afliftied me to exhauft a 
goblet of good wine, took his 
leave with much civility. I be- 
lieve I forgot to mention that, 

as bells are a prohibited article, 
and even knocking and tapping 
with the heels againft law, the 
method of fununoning the wai- 

ters 
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ters at an inn was by bng iron 
tubes inferted in the walls^ and 
reaching from the feveral apart- 
ments to the kitchen. To the 
orifices of thefe the guef^s applied 
their mouths^ and their commands 
were conveyed to the ears of thofc 
without. 



The next day we arrayed our- 
felves in our beft apparel^ and re- 
paired to the palace^ where the 
mailer of the ceremonies prefented 
us to the royal family. The king 
afked me in a low voice how I 

liked 
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liked the Ferro iiland, and I whlA 
pered his highnefs that I liked 
it very well. The lady Judith 
and the lady Jezabel were much 
admired; the court-ladies and 
maids of honour were exceedingly 
courteous to them^ and the Fer- 
ronefe knights and nobles were very 
nearly in love with them. My 
.politenefs^ and a ibmething in my 
exterior which befpeaks me a per^ 
fon of diiUndion^ attraded like-* 
wife the notice of the circle. The 
princefs Faldulla, eldeft daughter 
of the king, could not long con- 
ceal 
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ceal the imprefHon that I had made 
upon her heart. I was at iirft in 
fome doubt whether it was the 
grandeur of my mind, or the dig- 
nity of my perfon, with which 
fhe was fb captivated; (for her 
highncfs had done me the honour 
to difcourfc with me for an hour) 
but I had fbon reafon to imagine 
that /he had been affedted by both. 



- On the following day the fenate 
was to meet. We were told that, 
if we would go to the houfe, we 
(hould there hear great Jpeaking. 

I had 



X 
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I had a violent curiofity to be pre^ 
lent; fo in truth had my nieces r 
jfor there i$ a gallery for the ladies. 
When we arrived^ the debate was 
already b^un. Yarious^ and in* 
deed ingeoious are the (hifts by 
which thofe who aipire to oratorjr 
ccmtriye to exprefs themferves, di^ 
&ring according to the genius and 
temper of the feveml fpeakers. 
Some addrefled the houle on their' 

fingers : fome were iatisfied with 
arguing in whifpers^ which^ from 
the nature of the edifice, were 
faithfully coaveyed to every ear in 

the: 
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the aflembly. Others again> re* 
jefting both whifpering and digi- 
tiloquy,* commanded, in a fur- 
prizing manner, die attention of 
their auditors, by the aid of count- 
tenance and gefture only. It is: 
not eafy for one who hath not been 
a witnefs of it, to conceive to 
what perfecftion they have extend- 
ed this grand art» An orntor of 
this clafs was on his legs when we 
entered. He harangued (for, ac*- 

* A term introdaced by the dean» and de* 
rived, EngUJb reader, from the^ Latin words^., 
one of which fignifies a fngsvy and the other 
talking^. 

cording; 



* ♦ 
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cording to the opinion of the great 
Demofthenes, I am warranted to 
call this haranguing) the Houfe 
for three full hours, without ut- 
tering a iy liable, but by the fble dint 
of adlion the moft expreffive and 
energetic, and of attitudes the moil 
noble and fublime. He would over- 
turn an hypothefis, or crufh an ar- 
gument, by a fingle turn of the lips^ 
or of the nofe, or of the eye, or 
of the eye-brow, and agitate the 
whole affembly by the mere mo- 
tion of his right arm. To fuch 
excellence have a people, preclud- 
ed 
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cd from the cpmmo;ni paths of ora- 
tory, by the fingularity of their 
laws, carried the art of dumb per- 
fuafioQ 1 



When this fpeaker had fate 
down, a general admurmaration of 
applaufe was heard from below 
ftairs ; the ladies in the gallery 
were in raptures. Others there 
were, who d^lt in a mixt kind pf 
eloquence, and who, after talking 
on their fingers for a confiderable 
time, with % precifion highly lo- 
gical^ would fuddenly ftart forth 

into 
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into attitudes the moft affeding, 
and into fhapes and poftures which 
no fenafie could withftand« 



Thefe are the moil remarkable 
iparticulars that I obferved during 
xny ftay at Ferro. Havkig there 
acquired a deathlefs renown^ by 
my magnaiiiriiity, my generofity, 
my humanity, and my intrepidity, 
I at length took leave of the king 
and queen, atid of th6 amiable 
Faldulla, who plentifully fhed 
tears at the idea of my departure, 
and in an inconiblable condition 

was 
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<was borne to her apartment by the 
ladies of honour in Waiting. I 
-embarked with great prudence on 
i)oard a brigantine that was bound 
for Aberdeen, taking with me my 
Iwo nieces, the lady Judith and 
ihe lady Jczabel. With the blef- 
fing of the powers above> and the 
valuable inftrudions * I gave the 
mafter of the vcffel, we were 
wafted in fafety to our native 
ihores. Shortly after I was at- 
tacked by a diilemper in my in- 
teftiries, and judicioufly adopted 
the refolution of going to Bath, 

the 
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the waters of which are held to 
he ialubrious in fuch cafes. Here 
the dean of Fife concluded his dif- 
courfe. 



We departed early on the en< 

fuing day, wifhing the archbilhop, 

the dean, and his two nieces much 

pleafure in their travels towards 

the South. We ourfelves took 

the road to Carlijfle^ As we came 

within a few* mUes of that city, 

we found peribns of all conditions 

haftening thither ^ we enquired 

the caufe, and gr^t was our fur« 

prue 
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l^rife on feeing told that the king 
'of England was at Carlifle, and 
Ihad fumsnoned ^thither the barons 
eof the reahn, with intent to hold 
.a parliament. For that the Scots 
liad levied a mighty army^ which^ 
under the command of the earls of 
Douglas and Argyle, was advanc- 
ing to the borders : that in the 
mean while the Englifli forces 
^ere on their march^ and hourly 
^expedted at Carliile : that couriers 
Jud been difpatched to diiFerent 
quartern of the kingdom in queft 
of the Prince of Wales and his 
Vol. III. K valiant 



'. 
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valiant brothers ; that thefe im- 
pending hoftilities had their origin 
in the difcontent and inability g£ 
the Scottifli nation to pay the ran- 
fom required for theit captive mo^ 
narch, and that they were deter- 
mined upon trying the chance of 
arms, for the purpbfe of obtain- 
ing his reftoration gratis. 



Here, my lord of Marche, was 
an unexpected field of glory. 
Without waiting to comn^ent on 
what we had juft heard, we clap- 
ped fpurs to our courfers, urging 

them 
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them to their uttnoft (peed towards 
the city of CarlHle. We entered 
amidft a crowd, who hailed us with • 
acclamations that rent the vaulted 
heavens. The ftrcets were throng- 
ed with various cohorts of the 
fbidiery, who were pouripg in 
apace from every quarter. - We 
there met our beloved brother, 
Lionel duke of Clarence, who was 
now recovered from that fickncfs 
which had prevented him from ac- 
companying us to the tournaiiient 
of Carnarvon. We prefcnted our- 
fclves dutifully before our royal 

K 2 father. 



296 ADVENTURES OF 

father, idK> rejoiced at our arrival, 
and gave him an account of what 
adventures had befallen us, with 
which he was much diverted. 



/' 



The night was fpent in confult- 
ing upon the rupture with Scot- 
land ; but as fupplies were requi-r 
lite fcMT the expences of the war j 
we could come to no reiblution 
without a meeting of the parlia-^ 

ment. On the enfuing day that 

« 
great aflembly was convened. The 

king, in a fhort ipeech from the 
throne, laid before them the de- 
mands 
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inands of the Scottifh nation, the 
preparations for an invafion of the 
jK>rthern borders, and the neceflity 
of fubfidies on fo important an oc- 
cafion : concluding with recom- * 
mending to their ferious confide- 
ration both the glory and fecurity" 
of the kingdom* 

My royal father then with- 
drew, and a motion was made by 
the lord bifliop of Winchefter, 
That an humble addrefs fhould 
be prefented to his highnefs, tef- 
nfying our gratitude for his pa- 

K 3 ternal 
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ternal anxiety for the welfare ot 
his people, and profcffing our un- 
feigned wi(hes to fupport, as well 
with our pupfes, aS with our fwords;, 
the dignity, fuperiority, and proC- 
pcrity of the kingdom. 

The bifliop was feconded by 
the lord abbot of Glaftonbury. ' 



This motion gave birth to^ a 
debate as obftinate as it was un^. 
expected, in which Mowbray duke 
of Norfolk thus delivered his opi- 
nion : Before we give our afTent to 

the 
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the addrefs now propofed to us by 
the prelate of Winch efter, it would 
be advifeable, noble lords, to con-f 
fider the requilition of the Scorttifh 
nation* They demand that their 
captive fovereign be fet at liberty 
unranfomed. , Would to God, 
heroick lords, that it had been 
the generous policy of the court 
of Weftminfter, to render this 
requifition unneceflary, by fending 
back the monarch as a boon to 
his afflifted people. This would 
have been magnanimous ; it would 
alfo have been wife. For, ex- 

K 4 haufted 
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haufted as this kingdom is, bot& 
of men and moncy^ by a long^ 
and unprofitable war abroad, it 
bad been more expedient to have 
bound the royal captive and his 
people firmly and durably by the 
chains of amity, than, by pro- 
longing his imprifonment, and 
infifting on a price for his freedom, 
thus provoked his martial fubjedts 
to demand him iword in hand^ 
England, by an invafion from her 
northern neighbours, may be en- 
damaged to the amount of twenty 
times this ranfom, in the ravages 

copamitted 
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committed by an inccnfed and 
vindi(9ive enemy. Therefore, noble 
lords, as it is not yet too late to 
rectify this fault, and to projBfer 
the hand of friendfhip to our neigh- 
bours, I move you (as a previous 
matter) to conie to the following 
refolution : Refolved that, in the 
impoverifhed condition of this 
kingdom, which, from the late 
long and bloody continental wars, 
is now-deftitute of refources and 
drained of blood and treafure, 
it is indifpcnfably neceflary to the 
national welfare, that the king of 

K 5 Scotland 
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Scotland be forthwith reflored to 
liberty. 



Thus fpake the duke of Nor- 

V 

folk, whofe motion being feconded 
by the lord Herbert of Cherbury, 

r 

the earl of Kent arofe, and thus 
addrefled the aflembly ; » ■ 



But I will refume, faid John 
of Guant, the continuation of this 

debate at my next vifit. The earl 

of Marche befought him to come 

early, -as he was impatient to hear 

the fentiments of the earl of Kent. 

VISIT 
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VISIT XXXI. 



THE earl of Kent, 

■s. 

faid the duke of Lancafter, thus 
addrefled us : Little did I exped:, 
noble barons, to have heard this 
day fuch a motion as that made by 
the lord duke of Norfolk. As a 
baron of £ngland, and a fubjedl 
X)f Edward the Third, I have liften- 
ed to it with equal furprife and 

K 6 indig- 
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indignation. And are we then fo 
funk in the eflimation of Chris- 
tendom, that the very runaour of 
an invafion, by a people whom £0 
lately we have bowed beneath the 
yoke, and over whom we have fo 
often waved the banner of vidtorv^ 
ihall affright us into concefCons 
as inglorious as they are impoli- 
tick, and fraught with ruin ? 
Yield the Scottiih king unran- 
fomed ! Is it then fo ? Have we 
yielded the monarch of France un- 
ranfomed? No, valorous lords. And 
is- the royal Scot fo much mightier 

than 

4 
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than the Frenchman, that we (hall 
not dare to afk a lawful tribute for 
his head, but itiuft fend him home 
unpriced, and is a bribe to pacify 
his angry pepple ? The high-born 
duke hath told us, that the court 
of Weftmirifler is unwife in the 
detention, and that the kingdom is 
without refburce, and therefore in- 
adequate to the burthen of a war. 
To the firft I anfwer, that, not- 
withflanding the prefent hoftile 
afped of ailairs, the peace of Eng- 
land will prove more uninterrupted 
and fecure^ while the monarch of 

Scotland 
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Scotland remains in our hands^ as 
a pledge for the pacific deportment 
of his countrymen • As long as 
he is our captive, regard for the 
perfonal fafety of their fovcreign 

will reflrain the Scpttiih nation 
from inimical defigns, and infure 
the tranquillity of the borders^ 
Add to this, that while they arc 
without a prince, their domeflic 
diflentionsi from the adverife in- 
terefts of afpiring nobles, will oc- 
cupy their bravery within the bo- 
fom of their ftate. A regency in 
Scotland is the empire of turbu- 
lence.. 
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lehce. Her puiflaDt and ambitious 
barons, unfatisfied with the local 
domination they inherit, will each 
claim a (hare in the fupreme admi-- 
niftration, and intcftine .divifiou 
defblate their monarchy. It was 
therefore found policy to detain 
the royal captive. With refpeft to 
the other aflertioa of the lord duke 
of Norfollc, that this kingdom is 
exhaufted and unable to fuftain a 
war, I will be free to lay,, that 
however chargeable our triumphs 
on the continent may have proved, 

there are yet in this nation both a 

fpiril^ 
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fpirit and an opuknce fully equal 
to a con teft more important than 
the prefent; and that, although 
the knights and yeomanry may 
complain of heavy impdfts, and 
oflfer the pica of fcarcity, perfaaded 
I am, that the loyalty and liberali* 
ty of the ecclefiaffical order will 
cheerfully compenfate by the am- 
pleft contributibns. Nothing did 
they advarice towards the Gallic 
expedition. It is now their turn 
to be patriotic and munificent, and 
I doubt Hot, noble lords, that in 
their zeal they are already panting 

to 
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to difpenfe their treafuresy for the 
glory of their prince and the weU 
fare of the community^ 

Sofpake the earl of Kent: after 
whom the lord abbot of Weft- 
minder aroie in fome hurry^ and 
accoftcd the peers as follows : The 
motion of the dtike (^ Norfolk^ 
noble barons^ cannot^ in my mind> 
be too fbon agreed to. The nation 
is indeed in a rery akrnfxing ftate ; 
it is with the utmoft difficulty that 
the rents of the religious fbunda- 
tions could be colledcd in laft year* 

How 
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How it will be with u& this yeai^ 
I tremble even to imagine. Littlcy 
or no money to be had from the 
yeomanry. Nothing but diftrefs 
and beggary to be heard of. What 
with the French wars, and the fe- 
vere winter, the land is^ in a man- 
ner, without hufbandmen or crop^ 
Chrift in heaven knows that it is 
a: hard fe^fon with the monafteries-. 
We have fcarce wherewithal to 
give alms. BlelTed Peter! what 
tinKs ! The valorous earl who 
fpoke laft was furely not in earneft, 
when he talked of ecclefiafticks be- 
ing 
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ing wealthy at fuch a juncture. I 
give my vote moft heartily for the 
motion of the duke of Norfolk. 



Scarce had the lord abbot fate 
down, when the earl of Keht and 
the bifhop of Winchefter both 
rofe at the fameinftant, and claim- 
ed the attention of the peers. As 
they had both already fpoken in 
the debate, neither of them was 
entitled to a lawfuj preference, 

• 

But the earl declaring that he had 
but a few words to offer, in reply 
to the reverend lord, who had 

juft 
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juft fate down, the bifliop iiibmit-' 
ted, and the former thus addi^iT-* 
ed us : I can aiTure the veneraklc 
dignitary who fcems to be of opi- 
liion that I did but ]t^r m fuppo« 
fing that the clergy could contri-- 
butc to the war, that I was never 
more in earned in my ]kk, and 
that I ftill perliil in thinking that 
they are able^ and va hoping that 
they are willing to ajfli ft their king 
and country in the prefent pref- 
fing exigency^ 

When 



JOHN OF GAUNT. 91} 

When tlie earl had done ipeak^. 
fog, the lord bifhop of Winchefter 
expreiTedhimiielf as follows : I did 
not imagine, noble lords, when I 
made the motion to addrefs his 
highnel^, that the debate would 
have taken fuch a turn^ or indeed 
that any ddbate at all . would hav^ 
arifen« %(xxj I am to be neceffi^ 
tated to fay, that what the lord 
abbot of WeftminAer hath advan^ 
ced with re^iSt to the impotency 
of the church at this conjun&ure^ 
is but too wdl founded. I wifh 
the cafe were otherwiie.— — I am 

affliaed 



• 
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afifliaed 1 a 1 a the 

ftatc, it muft be owned-- is in 

an unpopulous condition. God 
knows how things will be* 
Would it be agreeable to noble 
barons that I ihould withdraw the 
motion ? — [Here^ Mortimer, there 
was a loud cry of No, No, No, 
from one fide of the hall, and of 
j/iy. Ay, Ay, from the other.] 
It is an auk ward afiair : I am ve- 
rily in a dilemma— I wifli noble 
barons would fpeak their opi- 
nions. , . 

% 

y 

I 

At 
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Ajt length the earl of Cumber- 
land arofe, and in thefc words 
attracted the deep attention of the 
affembly : If, noble and heroick 
lords, the queftion of debate had 
been concerning fonie tax, pr tal- 
liage, or fome difputed privilege 
jof the ecclefiaftical order, I would 
have fatisfied myfelf with liftening 
10 the fenftiipeots of others, and 
with fignifying . my inclination by 
. my fufFrage alone. But when, 
heroiek lords, the fame, and glo- 
ry, and majefty, and fecurrty of a 
great and fplendid people are the 

fubjedt 
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fubjcft of your deiiberations> fi- 
lence would, in me,* be a dereltc* 
tiOQ of my duty, and^ 'as iuch^ 
defefving of no trommon pepre* 
ihenfion* It appears to me, heroick 
lords, that vrc are begimung to 
lofe fight of the original queftion^ 
and are wandering into a debate 
»pon the fufiidency or iniiifficieocy 
c£ the clerical body to befriend 
and reitwigorate the £xiances of 
the nation* The true ibbje<ft, I 
apprehend, is whether We (hall 
deliver up the king of Scotland^ 
^ the infolent and unprecedented 

requi- 
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requifition of his couhtiyraen* 
Ye warriors of ag^.B paft, that I 
fhouldlive to behold this outrage! 
that I fhould live to. hear it occafioii 
a difcuffion in this alTembly, to bq 
propofed as. a dubious point, to 
find countenance and fupport from 
barons of mighty namf, ^nd of 
cxtradion the moll dignified I 
Are we not the fame men, by 
whofe valour, under the ^nfpices 
of Edward the Thir4^' this very 
king of Scots was overthrown an4 
made a captive ? The fame knightly; 
pro weis by which we piroy^l vie- 
Vol. III. L toripus 



aiB ADVENTURES OF 

torious fliall enable us to preferve 
the memorialo- of our vidlory. 
But it is faid that there are neither 
men nor money in the kingdom. 
What then is become of our dif- 
banded legions ? Do they not 
fwarm through every diftri<5l of 
this country, in the various 
ihapes ot pilgrims, pedlars, gyp- 
iies, beggars, ballad - mongers, 
thieves? Is not every thicket^ 
every foreft> every folitary haunt, 
every mountainous region, every: 
highv^ay bcfet and peopled by 
whole arniieis of banditti, compofed 

of the rejeded fragments of once- 
triumphant 



JOHN OF GAUNT, 219 

1 

triumphant hofts, that were wan- 
dering unemployed, and unprovi- 
ded for ? Therefore let it not be 
affirmed that the kingdom is un- 
populous. Armies are to be 
found, if we will afford them 
occupation. But even granting, 
heroick lords, that there were a 
deficiency in this inftance; the 
knights and barons a't the head of 
their refpedive houfeholds, and 
aided by their own native valour, 
are competent, I truft in heaven, 
to fcourge the Scottiih enemy from 
our borders, Myfelf and my. 

La ' gallant 
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gallant neighbour of Northum- 
berland wiU, with our warlike 
vaflals, give a check to their im- 
petuofity, Percy and I will be as 
a rampart to England, till her 
warriors be in readinefs, and Ed- 
ward and his glorious offspring 
take the field* But there needs 
not, heroick nobles, an exertion 
fo extraordinary. Truth and fad: 
are arguing in our caufe : the men 
at arms pour in from every fide : 
Carliflc can fcarce contain them.^ 
With regard to the poverty im- 
puted to this kingdom, there is 

doubtlefs. 
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doiibtlefs, noble lords, lefs money 
in circulation^ than there was an- 
terior to the war with France* 
But as a high-defcended earl, who 
hath already fpoken in the debate^ 
hath fenfibly obferved that the 
coffers of the clergy have been as 
yet unopened, and are fully ade- 
quate to anfwer the neceffities of 
the realm, I think that we may 
venture to pronounce, heroick 
lords, that money, as well as men, 
is attainable. And I make no 
queftion but my lords the abbots, 
and the truly reverend prelates who 

L 3 compofe 
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compofe our hierarchy, will cheer^ 

* 

fully, nay eagerly unite with us 
in pailing a refolution for the rai- 
fing a benevolence*, [here the 
Jbench of abbots looked grave^ as 
did alfo the bifhops] fuitable not 
only to the riches and liberality 
for which they are renowned, but 
likewife to the importance of the 
occafion itfelf, and to the grandeur 
of the Engliih monarchy. What 
eliethen, heroick barons, remains 
for OS to do ? If, with the bro* 

* A term applied to thofc 4axes which wexc 
Ibmetimes levi^ on the clergy. 

therly 
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therly and chfiftian-like affiftance 
of the church, if with united 
minds, if with the fpirit ind va- 
lour which we inherit from our 
anceftors, if with loyalty, if with 
patriotifin, if with a gencroiis in- 
dignation, if with the remem- 
brance of our ancient triumphs, 
and with the trophies before our 
eyes which our fathers and our-* 
felves have torn from the van- 
quished Scots, in i6ne, if, with 
great Edward land the Black Prince 
to condudt us, we hoift our ban- 
ners, and give battle to die inva^ 

L 4 ders;^ 



/ 
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ders, vidlory, thou art our own, 
and England is revenged. 



- \ He faid, ' and fate. Immedi- 
ately a midd|e-aged baron arofe, 
(aihofe title I forget) fliprt of fta- 
turej thin, unhealthy, fnotty- 
looking, and whofe accents were 
Jike thip^ ydping of an offended 
lap-dog*^ I do not fee, for my 
fhare, noble lords, cried he, what 
b?nefit'can refult from the rhap- 
fodies that have been uttered. If 
we ad: ,with common fenfe, we 
wUl adopt without delay the mo- 
.^ i . . tion 
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tion of the duke of Norfolk. For as 
long as we detain the king of Scots a 
prifoner, a pretence will be afford- 
ed to his fubjefts for going to 
war, and I fuppofe that we ffiall 
have a frefh invafion every month, 
and, of cburfe, frefli fupplies de- 
manded. The nation, God knows, 
is in a deplorable condition; my 
lords the abbots and the reverend 
bifhops can inform us of that, and 
they know the ftate of things, ai 
well as any of us, and better. I 
wonder what heroick barons would 
be at : war with France, war with 

L 5 Wales, 
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Wales, war with Scotland i we 
ihall never have an end - of it. I 
think the motion of the duke of 
Norfolk both wife and necefiary, 
and fhall ther^ore beftow on it 
my cordial alSent* 

As fbon as this baron had done 
barking his ientiments, the Prince 
of Wales rofeu p But I fliall 
referve for the next vifit the ha** 
4tangtte of my ro^ brother. 



/ 



VISIT 
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No ibotter, faid John 
of Gaunt^ had the Black Prince 
arifen^ than the biizz-of inatten* 
tion which prevailed in the aflem- 
bly, while the baron already men- 
tioned was on his legs, was fud« 
denly fubdued into a filence the 
moft profound, and attention the 
moft earneft and refpedful. It was 

L 6 the 
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J 

the firft time that the Prince of 
Wales had ever addreffed a parlia- 
ment : curiofity therefore, as well 
admiration, operated on this occa* 
fion, and every ear, and every, eye 
was turned towards the royal 
Ipeaker. At length he dcliverd 
his opinion in thefe words : I rife, 
illuftrious lords,; to exprefs my 
ailonifhment alike at the requiil- 
tion of Scotland, and at the fa->> 
\:oyraVle recepdon it hat^ obtained 
j&pm ipme amongfi: us» I am not, 
I cpis^efs, an advocate for depriv-^ 
ing ajjy hutnan being of liberty : 
^ :: - but 
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but until we have founder proof of 
the alledged, incapacity of pur 
northern ndghbpurs to redeem 
their captive fovereign, I will op* 
pofe^ in the fenate and in the field, 
his liberation. Had their demand 
been urged at a ieafbn when £ng« 
land was unembarraffed with the 
confequences of receiat war, and 
her armies and her exchequer in a 
more formidably fituation, it would 
have worn a m^ore honourable and 
generous afpe£t, and their decla-* 
ratipn approached fomewhat nearer 
tp probability. At prefcnt, illuf- 

trious 
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trious lords, fince £o many amongil 
us have infifted on our poverty, 
the ranfom of the monarch of 
Scotland will be welcome : if his 
fubjefts are impatient for the re- 
fumption of his royalty— —the 

• — 

fooner they pay the money, the 
better. [Here, my lord of Marche, 
there was a fhout of *' hear him j** 
then again a folemn filence.} But 
while I have the glorious hope of 
inheriting the crown of England> 
her enemies fhall never make their' 
advantage of her condition, nor 

violate her repofc and majcfty un- 

chaflizedt 
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chaftized# Have we triumphed, 
illuflrious lords> at Creily and 
Poidlcrs, have we penetrated 
France to the very centre with our 
armies, have we beftrewn her fields 
with her difcomfited chivalry, ex** 
tinguifhed the flower of her war- 
like nobles, made her monarch 
our prize, and carried defolation 
to the very ramparts of her capi- 
tal, to be awed into an unexampled 
and humiliating conceflion by tu- 
multuary clans of difcontented 
Scots, of Scots (O Heaven !) 
whom £0 lately we have vang^uiih- 

cd. 



1 
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cd, and over whom from age to 
age we have borne hereditary fix- 
periority ? Auguft, immortal hero, 
[here my brother turned to a ftatue 
of Edward the Firft, ^ which> with 
tbofe of our other princes, adorn- 
ed the great hall] thou glory of 
the houfe of Plantagenet, whofe 
redoubted and irrefiftibk valour 
lirft taught the Scottifh adverlary 

* « 

to bend beneath our arms, who 
humbled their wild territories, for-* 
trefs after fortrcfe, and ihook their 
ancient empire from the She(lands 
to the Tweed, hear this uijwonted 
, 2 infult^ 
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infult, infpire the fons of England 
.with the ardour of true patriotifiu, 
and rekindle in their ^hearts the 
magnanimity of their progenitors. 



. iThc prince concluded, and a 
murmur of applaufe from the ma« 
jority of the aflembly evinced that 
he had not ipoken in vain. The 
motion for the addrefs was power- 
fully carried, and followed by ano-^ 
ther for an ad; enabling his high* 
nefs, in cafe of neceffity, to levy 
9L benevolence on the bifhbpricks, 
mon^ileries, and other religious 

corpora- 
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corporations. This done, the ba- 
rons adjourned. The three fol- 
lowing days were employed in paf- 
iing through the two houfes of 
parliament the ad for the bene* 
volence> and in inuflering and tq^ 
viewing fuch troops as were then 
arrived* 



The Scotti(h army had already 
croiled the Eik, and advanced into 
the neighbourhood of Netherby* 
They were thirty thoufand ftrong^ 
and conduced by a numerous and 
martial nobility. We had as yet 

ailembled 
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aiTembled but nineteen thoufand 
men : it was therefore debated in 
a council of war whether^ with 
this inferior force, wc fhould give 
battle to the eijemy, or wait for 
the fquadrons ilill expeded* The 
king> who had often triumphed 
by the wifdom and bravery of the 
Prince of Wales, confided to him 
alio upon this occa0dn the impor- 
tant charge of direfting the cam- 
paign, and of fupporting the na- 
tional glory. It was carried in 
the councU, by the influence of 
the Black Prince, againft the opi- 
nion 
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nion of the earls of Worcefter^ 
Weftmoreland, and Shrewfbury, 
that we (hould forthwith take the 
iield> with fuch powers at we had 
then colledtedj and prevent the 
further progrefs of the enemy* 

Accordingly, at fun-rife on the 
enfuing mom, we crofled the river 
Eden at the. head of all our forces, 
and drew up in order of battle, at 
a fliort diftance from Netherby. 
The right wing was committed to 
my care ; in the left the duke of 
York commanded, with the aflift- 

ance 
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anceof the earl of Cumberland; 
the main body was conduced by 
the Prince himfelf, under whom 
was the earl of TCent, while the 
duke of Gloucefter, with fome 
chofen infantry, was pofted be- 
hind an eminence, with ftridt in- 
junctions not to quit his flation; 
without a fignal from the Prince of 
Wales. 



The army of the enemy was 
thus difpofed. The earls of Doug- 
las and Argyle commanded in the 
centre ; the Marquis of Huntley 

headed 



"t^ t 
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headed the right wing, under whom 
was the «rl of Murray ; the left 
was conducted by the earls of Su- 
therland and Montrofe. King Ed-^ 
ward, now ancient and feeble, was 
carried in a litter from rank to 
riaiik, and reminded the Jfoldiery of 
their paft atchievements. I give 
ye, faid he, for generals, my gal- 
lant fons, under whofe command 
your arms have been crowned with 
fucceflive viSories. He was then 
conveyed to the caftle of Carlifle, 
there to attend the iflue of the en^ 
gagement. Soon after the trum- 
pets 
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pets founded^ and the firfl line of 
our infantry advanced to the 
x:harge. The Scots at the fame 
tune bore down upon us : ere long 
our right wing attacked the left 
of the enemy, and their right our 
left ; .fo that the battle became ge«^ 
nerah 



I will not, my lord of Marched 
rehearfe the particular exploits per- 
formed at the memorable field of 
Netherby, many of which, no 
doubt, have already reached your 
cars. Suffice it to declare, that on 

both 



< • 
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both fides unheard of feats of va- ^ 
lour were exhibited. Indignation, 
and the remembrance of former 
fupcriority, inflamed our troops to 
an enthufiaftic heroifm ; while na- 
tional anlmofity, and the defire of 
giving Hberty to their captive mo- 
narch, were incentives equally 
powerful to our Northern adver- 
farles. 

At length an unlooked for cir- 
cumftance had nearly proved fatal 
to the Englifh army. For the 
duke of Gloucefter, who, as I 
have already obferved, was ftation- 

ed 
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cd with a body of referve, regard- 
iefs of the injundlion of the prince 
his brother, and excited by his 
felf-fuffieiency, unfeafonably aban- 
doned the poft which had been 
afGgned to him, and charged a 
highland regiment commanded 
by Sir Dqncan Campbell. The 
enemy, fuperior in numbers, fent 
fome fquadrons of cavalry to the 
affiftance of Sir Duncan, The 

* 

duke and his forces were fur- 
rounded, and on the point of be- 
ing cut to pieces, when the earl of 
Northumberland, at the head of 
Vol. III. M his 
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his gallant knights, flew round to 
his relief, and enabled him to 
make a vigorous refiftance. But 
the troops which. I commanded, 
apprehending ibme difafter in that 
quarter of the field, on a fudden 
took the alarm, and gave way on 
every fide. Wc fhould afTuredly 
have fuf&red a total rput in the 
right wing, had it not been for the 
prefence of mind and intrepidity of 
the Black Prince, who oppoied 
himfelf to the runaways, and aided 
me to rally and reanimate them» 
The earl of Northumberland, after 

.an 
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an obftinate conflia, compelled 
the Campbells to retire. 

And now the troops', afl>amed; 
of their recent difordcr, returned 
to the charge with double ardour. 
The left wing of the Scottifh army 
gave ground ; the Black Prince 
preiTed home on their main body> 
where our knights made a hideous 
flaughter. At length the enemy 
retreated, and left us in pofleflioa 
of the field *• A truce was grant- 

• Strange that none of the annalifts or chro* 
Biclers have taken the leaft notice of this battle. 
Of of the parliamentary debate which preceded 
it, or of any of the circumftance* here related^ 
CKtpable negligence! 

Ma ed 
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cd the following day to the in- 
vaders, who foon after fued for 
peace. Thefe fuccefles obtained^ 
we accompanied the king to Lon- 
don. The lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrennc haftened back to Carnar- 
von, v^^here he had left the lady 
Barbarina, and Chaucer repaired 
to Donington caftle, of which he 
had lately become pofleflbr. 



But alas ! my lord of Marchc, 
this felicity at length was clouded^ 
and England received a blow from 
which flie hath never fince re- 

covered. 
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covered. The Prince of Wales 
was feized with a malignant dif- 
tcmper, whkh vanquifhed the 
force of medicine. On this de- 
plorable occafion, the afFedlioh of 
a grateful people was evinced by 
the univerfal folicitudc that per^ 
vaded them. The life-guards 
could with difficulty reprds the 
impatient multitude that thronged 
his palace-gates, in mournful cu-? 
riofity, to learn the daily variations 
of his difeaie, and eager to grafp 
at the feebleil hope of hk rec<s- 
very. A few hours before he 

M 3 yielded 
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yielded his filial breathy he thus 
addrefled his weeping brothers^ 
who attended at his bed-fide : Al-^ 
though in the prime of life, I 
fhould not deem this fummons to 
the grave too early, were my ve- 
nerable father lefs infirm, or my 
Richard more advanced towards 
maturity. I have enjoyed, from 
the benignant hand of Heaven, 
profperity and glory in the fulnefs 
of both: may the All-merciful 
continue them to thofe I leave be- 
hind me« Lancafler, duke Ed- 
mond, Glowcefter, the royalty of 

England 
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England will ere long be intrufted 
to yc ; Oh ! guard it with unani-- 
mity. King Edward is full of 
days : death, alas ! will not ipare 
him to ye long : the heir of his 
authority is of tender years ; look> 
if ye love me, to that fceptered 
orphan. Guide him to kingly ex-* 
celleilce ; infpire his youthful heart 
with an aiFedtion for juftice ; teach 
him to be the father and the hero 
of his people. I have faithfully 
loved the laws and conftitution of 
the ilate: I conjure ye, caufb 
Prince Richard to tread in the 

fame 
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&mcvcftige$. Above att> cheriih 
lMX)thcrly concord among your, 
felves : fo (hall your regency be a 
confblation to the kingdom, and 
the miieiies of a minority unfelt^ 
unkno\rn. Let the upright have 
the firfir, the wife the iecond pl^ce 
ki ypnr ele(Sion of miniflers. 
Choo& not your iervants for their 
good-humoi»r, nor your i&TOuritcs 
for their good fliape; but kt'the 
minions of the public be your9 
alfo# If the people be happy , you 
have governed w€& : the conditioii 

a of 
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of the kingdom will be the touch- 
ftone of your integrity,. 

Such, my lord of Marche, were 
the kft words of my heroick bro- 
ther. Not many hours after he 
cjcpired. No Iboner was it known 
that the Black Prince was no 
more, than the people lamented, 
as if each had lofl fome dear-be-* 
loved kinfman* The glory of our 
chivalry, they cried, is fled; the 
friejid of the miferable, the. pillar 
of the njoparchy, the terror of our 

foes. 



t 
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fx$, our hope^ and boaft hath de- 
parted from us for ever. 



And now, illuftrious Mortimer, 
my promife is performed. May 
the heavens preierve your health 
and your tranquillity* 



F I N I $• 
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VOL. IH. 

P. jy, line 8, for ** fings/* read " rings." 

V. 36, line 6, for " health," read *' heath." 

Id. line i ^, for «' atmofphere/' read '* atmofphercs.*^ 

id. line 22, for " over-boafted," read " ever-boaftcd.'* 

P. 38, line 10, for « tell," read ** heU." 

P. 82, line 15, for " to fro," read " to and fro." 

P. 136, for " plum pudding," read plumb-pudding%'^ 

P. 236, Ime 4, for *^ at we," read <* as we/' 
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